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Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Abyssinia, 


No. 1. 

Str E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received November 25.) 

(No. 177. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

CHJ2RIF PASHA has addressed to 
following is a free translation:_ 

“ The absence of: ___ 

gives rise to frequent conflicts, 
countries. The Government of the 
and of removing all obstacles tc 
Abyssinia and Egypt, is disposed i 
would give satisfaction to both _ 
and to give greater stability to the 
•ttis Highness consider r ‘ 

«* -.MSTiTK 


Cairo, November 24, 1883, 7 p.m. 
me an official Memorandum, of which the 

« a. 

Egyptian' Government wouTd™th7refore ^ of Egypt. The 

Government would be disposed to Ze ite tod Her Majesty’s 

to arrive at a settlement, and also whether inra aP ° ffices Ring John in order 

ment would consent to nominate an officer wL Her Ma l est y’s Govem- 
Abyssmian and Egyptian Delegate * T, u ,¥’, ln c °-°Peration with an 

V ^ tertt . or J°fEo g os?sc^nc e emei-> f ™tier-line of the 
Aby^mia and I think! KlSd b^d'eTirltoThelpta^ ° f ““*** ° U the side of 
aflord ™ aDd P* f° hn *0 

a letSf t toeirn“de^ed d trESS of 
effect of preventing the Abyssinians S i officor > it would probably have the 

«u M to*, if » JtMng i, t0 be aitsssasiics «“ on to 


(No. 132. Telegraphic) March 8, 

(No. 145) March 10, 

(No. 211. Telegraphic) March 13, 

(No. 301) March 13, 

(No. 152. Telegraphic) March 18, 
(No. 247. Telegraphic) March 24, 

.. ..(No. 351) March 24, 

.. (Confidential) March 26. 

., ,. .. April 18, 

.. .. .. April 25, 


No. 2. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. 

.07. Confidential.) 

raphic.) r, . ^ 

OUR telegram No. 177 of the 24th : ? Abyss1 
e accept the Commission if the Egyptian < 
fhich are likely to satisfy Abyssinia 


o 


No. 3. 


Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received November 30.) 


(No. 193. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , November 29, 1883, 6*30 p.M. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 107 of the 27th instant about Abyssinia. 

Egyptian Government has addressed me a confidential note, in which they explain 
that, in speaking of a rectification of frontier to the north of Abyssinia, they mean that 
they are prepared to satisfy the claims which King John has for a long time raised to 
districts of Boghos. At the same time, they wish to state that they hold that any 
points on new frontier-line which present strategical features of importance should 
remain in the possession of Egypt. They are not prepared to yield a port on the Red 
Sea to King John; hut they are willing to agree to an arrangement under which only 
a light duty on Abyssinian merchandize will be levied. Importation of arms to he 
absolutely prohibited. 


No. 4. 



—— • —- < - . i 11. *» •— — 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring . 

{No. 317. Ext. 122.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 6, 1883. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 304 of the 27th ultimo on the subject of 
the proposed negotiations for a settlement of the frontier between Egypt and 
Abyssinia, I have to state that Her Majesty’s Government presume that the Egyptian 
Government will at once dispatch a Mission to the King of Abyssinia, with full powers 
to carry on such negotiations. - 

In that case. Her Majesty’s Government would propose to attach to the Mission a 
British officer, who would carry with him a letter from Her Majesty the Queen, urging 
King John to come to an arrangement with the Egyptian Envoys. 

You will be good enough to report to me your views on the above proposal. 

I have to call your attention to the terms of peace between Egypt and Abyssinia, 
suggested by Sir 0. Wilson in his Memorandum inclosed in Sir E. Malet’s despatch 
No. 659 of the 2nd October, 1882. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 5. 


King John of Abyssinia to Queen Victoria.—(Received December 10, 1883.) 
(Translation.) 

FROM the Vice-Regent of God, Yohannis, King of Zion, and King of Kings of 
Ethiopia, to Her Majesty, Victoria, Queen, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Defender of the Eaith, greeting : 

I, through the loving kindness of God, am in good health. 

Formerly, Ismail Pasha wronged me, and attacked my country, and, through 
the instrumentality of one of his servants named Munzinger, took a portion of my 
territory. 

In fact, all these present troubles are due to Munzinger. 

Now that this Moslem kingdom has perished, and is in Christian hands, I request 
you will arrange that my land be restored to me. 

Last year I wrote to your Majesty, and I received your reply that (this) should be 

done. . _ 

Truly your Majesty is my helper. His Governors seized my land and my 
property. I have remained in my country, and up to the present what (wrong) have 
I done ? 

If I write or send a letter they will not forward it. However, the Turks have 
fled to the sea, and possessed it, so as to shut me out from the sea*coast, so that 
messengers do not return, merchants cannot trade, and such articles as we require 
cannot enter. 

Thus have they acted, and remain closed in (shut up). 
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I have sent my men for a Patriarch. 

(totwi^nd * Obo, Si, E Malet, to moke peace 

8«ohT^£e5lg“ “ 1 1 ** “ ! P “ t ' “““* “ k8 “m. 

No. ES J ? r ? J» "ft love those who have wronged me. 

perish \ 7 th Klnsdom of Clmst “crease, and let the faith of the heathen 

Ma j es *y’s time, and by your Majesty’s strength, should the Kingdom of 

“Jtss* ^ - <*- * 

S'„7.»a at asr « “ 1 -1- 

(15th^ r ovembe n r, 1883) h ** the t0Wn ° f Samra ’ “ the of Mercy 1875 


No. 6. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph , December 12.) 
(No. 599. Ext. 215.) 

(Extract.) Cairo , December 12, 

r 1 ™ reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 122 of the 6th instant 
the honour to inclose herewith copv of a note whieh T h VO vonni irocl firnn 


^sha mforming me that the Egyptian Corernment^H s^ndV^Tn to ftaS 

8 ° to await the arriTOl the British officer to 


be deputed by Her Majesty’s Government. 

The Egyptian Government is prepared to cede Boghos but not Galabat 
will also afford all facilities for the appointment of Abunas. As to making Mi 

t0 their Views embodied in the inclosure to my d 
JNo. 568 ot the 29th ultimo. J 

, 1 |>eg therefore to request your Lordship to inform me of the name of th. 
who will be deputed. 


Inclosure in No. 6. 

Chtrif Pasha to Sir E. Blaring . 

M. lei Ministre, Le Caire, le 12 DJcembre, 1883. 

m’info^er'^ che ^ 8 ' ie ce m0IS P ar biqueUe vous me faites l’honneur de 
m informer que, dans le cas ou le Gouvemement de Son Altesse enverrait une Mission 

en Abyssime le Gouvemement de Sa Majesty serait dispose h adjoinAre “tte 
Mission un officier Anglais porfeur d’une lettre de Sa Majesty pour engager le Roi 
Jean h amver h une entente avec l’Egypte. 1 S K le " 01 

e8 > en effet ,’ le M.inistre, l’intention du Gouvemement Egyptien, et il 

® * de Ce qUe ,i e G . 0Uvernemcnt Britannique veuille bien consentir l lui prater 

senWnff,? 68 C“constances, et jo vous prie de vous faire l’interptete de ses 

sentiments de gratitude anpr&s de sa Seigneurie Lord Granville. 

La Mission Bgyptienne attendra pour se mettre en route l’arrivde de Tofficier 

r d(5si ? n(5 - et dont la presence, j’en suis persuadd, faeffitera les 

deu^parties * ra ’ en outre ’ 1 avanta ge de consacrer l’accord a intervenir entre les 

. . Je n f P.'ti® “ifu* indiquer les intentions du Gouvemement Egyptien, et riipondre 

enY'lar/™* par sa 8ei f n eurie Lord GranvUle qu’en ptecisant ses intentions 

en egard aux trois questions posees dans votre d4p6che. 

En ce qui conceme une rectification des fronti&res, l’Egvpte est toute disnos<te h. 
donner satisfact on ^ 1’Abyssinie pour le Boghos, et c’esflns c P que ,e 
Gouvemement de Son Altesse est pr6t k engager des negotiations. Mais il n’est pas 

fi”d!,r “Ohs' ar “ i ** *• *> ~ 








■ 


T 


:*. - \ 4 ; ' * , •. ^ , 

D’ailleurs, d’apr^s mes informations, le Roi Jean ne peut Idgitimement 61ever des 
reclamations dans cette direction. 

Quant au second point, le Gouvemement figyptien ne pourrait declarer Massowah 
port franc, les revenus de ce port, entre autres raisons k faire valoir, constituant pour 
le Tresor une ressource fmanci&re dont il ne peut pas ne point tenir compte. 

Mais il se pr6tera volontiers k la conclusion d’une Convention Douani£re r^glant,. 
au mieux des intents communs des deux pays, les droits de transit, reserve toujours 
faite, bien entendu, de Timportation des armes. 

Quant k la demande de plus grandes facilites pour la nomination de l’Abouna, le 
Gouvemement de Son Altesse ne peut manquer d’accorder au Roi Jean toutes les 
concessions de nature k le satisfaire sur ce point. 

En vous priant de vouloir bien porter cette communication a la connaissanoe de 
sa Seigneurie Lord Granville, je saisis, &c. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangdres, 

(Signd) CHERIF. 


No. 7. 








Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 340. Ext. 140.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 27, 1883. 

I HAVE to state, for your information, that Her Majesty’s Government have 
deputed Rear-Admiral Sir William Hewett to accompany the Egyptian Mission to 
Abyssinia, and that he will be the bearer of a letter from the Queen to Bang John. 

Captain Speedy, who has been recommended to Her Majesty’s Government by 
Lord Napier of Magdala, will be attached to him. 

Captain Speedy will start on Friday for Cairo, in order that he may be at 
your service in discussing the terms to be offered to King John by the Egyptian 
Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 




No. 8. 

Her Majesty to the King of Abyssinia. 

January 2, 1884. 

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, Empress of India, &c. 

To Our friend the King of Kings of Ethiopia, Johannis. 

We trust your Majesty is in good health. 

We are, through the mercy of God, quite well. 

We have received your two letters written at Sanara, regarding the troubles 
between your country and Egypt. We have been much concerned at these difficulties, 
and We now have.much pleasure in announcing to your Majesty that it is our will and 
pleasure to send Our trusty and well-beloved Rear-Admiral Sir William Nathan 
Wright Hewett, V.C., K.C.B., K.C.S.I., &c., and other officers to assist in arranging 
the affairs about which your Majesty has written to Us, and to place them on a basis 
which will tend towards a lasting peace between Ethiopia and Egypt. 

It will give Us great pleasure to learn that your Majesty and my honoured and 
trusted messengers have accomplished this matter with satisfaction to all parties 
concerned. 

And so We recommend you to the protection of the Almighty. 

Given at Our Court at Osborne this 2nd day of January, 1884, and in the forty- 
seventh year of Our reign. 

(Signed) VICTORIA R. et I. 

(Countersigned) Granville. 


Granville. 


5 


No. 9. 


Lord Napier of Magdala to the King of Abyssinia. 

IN the name of the Trinity. 

Sent from Robert, Lord Napier of Magdala, General of the British Armies. 
May it reach Johannis, King of Bangs of Ethiopia! 


Are you very well ? 

Are you very well ? 

. Have you been well since I saw you ? 

I am, thank God, quite well. 

I have much pleasure in announcing to your Majesty the glad tidings that Her 
cv ™ u ?$ n Vitoria now sends you her trusty and well-beloved Rear-Admiral 
Sir William Nathan Wright Hewett, V.C., K.C.B., K.C.S.I., &e., and other officers to 

Tewfik 1 arrangmg matters between y°ur Majesty and the Ruler of Egypt, Mohamed 

I trust, therefore, you will listen to his advice, and I feel sure that now is the 
time when all differences can be amicably settled. 

Written at London, the second day of January, in the year of grace 1884. 


No. 10. 


Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring . 

Foreign Office , January 2, 1884. 


(No. 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

ABYSSINIA. 

Lord Napier, commenting on Speedy’s Memorandum of 21st December, is 
strongly of opinion that, pending ultimate establishment of ports on territory of which 
cession is recommended, Massowah should either be restored to the King or he should 
be guaranteed entirely free transit through it under protection of British Consul, who 
should be forbidden to go inland. 


No. 11. 

Lord Napier of Magdala to Earl Granville.—(Received January 3.) 

^ 'tat' 1 ’ i' ... Franz Hill, York Town, Famboro', January 2, 1884. 

compliance with your Lordship’s wishes, I have signed a letter to Kin o; John 
of Abyssinia, recommending him to be guided by the advice of Her Majesty’s Repre- 
sentative, Admiral Hewett, and the officers accompanying him. 

u I . a ? n i ed 11 t ?, ll0 I >e ^ at Her Majesty’s Government will effect the restoration to 

Abyssinia of all the provinces taken from her in late years by Egypt, and will secure 
to A byssinia a bond fide practicable sea-port, which she can hold and use in free com¬ 
munication with the civilized world, for which she has so long prayed. 

• -ioT'q 6 ? 1 \°° .^Pj 1 “ufekted to King John for his assistance to the British expedition 
m 1858ao be justified m advising him to accept any less satisfactory settlement. 

11 the sea-port given to King John should not be Massowah, the transfer of which 
to Abyssinia would be the most just solution of the question, then I trust that, pending 
the complete settlement of a new sea-port, King John should have communication 
through Massowah, under British protection, free of all duties or any interference. 

I would further earnestly recommend that facility should be generously given for 
ime education at Bombay or Madras of a moderate number of young Abyssinians. 
The presence of the two men educated by the late Dr. Wilson at Bombay, and now at 
Kmg John s Court, has been of the greatest advantage, not only to the King himself 
and his country, but also in all communications between them and Europeans. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) NAPIER OF MAGDALA. 
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No. 12. 

V 'V . • 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring . 

(No. 4) , . , j 

(Telegra^^.^ Foreign Office, January 3, 1884, 6*50 P.M. 

Admiralty will instruct Admiral Hewett to use his discretion as to best mode of 
intimating to the King that a Mission is coming with Queen’s letter, and that England 
hopes to settle his differences with Egypt. 


No. 16. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring . 

3. 14 of 5th FOrd ^ °^ Ce ’ January 7 ’ 1884 > 5-15 P M - 

tain Speedy. 

3 ® ^ Majesty,” but you need not write to him, as 

so if, trom his information as to local situation at Massowab, 


Sir J. Pauncefote to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, ~ • Foreign Office, January 3, 1884. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 31st ultimo, inclosing copy of a telegram 
from Admiral Sir W. Hewett, stating that he was proceeding to Massowah with Baker 
Pasha, I am directed by Earl Granville to request that you will move the Lords 


Commissioners of the Admiralty to cause a telegram to be dispatched to the Admiral, 
instructing him to use his discretion as to the best mode of intimating to King John 
of Abyssinia the intention on the part of the Queen shortly to send a Mission to hi m 
with a letter from Her Majesty, and that England hopes to settle the differences 
between him and the Egyptians. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 17. 

The Secretar V t0 the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—{Received January 9.) 

Sir, AJsl&L-WMhm ' . / 


evening of the 4th to 
I am, &c. 

i) G. TRYON. 


join the Rear-Admiral’s flag 


No. 18. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received January 10, 11 a.m.) 

(No. 30.) 

ABYSSINIA Cairo, January 10, 1884,10*5 a.m. 

20th D«=ember. December > lnclosed “ Four Lordship’s No. 330, Confidential, o? 

agree?^h W me f *** 1 pr °P 0se to deeline Chit’s services. Speedy 

Does your Lordship approve ? 


Sir E . Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received January 5, 5*30 P.M.) 

(No. 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, January 5, 1884, 2*30 P.M. 

ABYSSINIA. 

I propose, if you have no objection, to keep Captain Speedy here for the present. 
A Mission will certainly have to go, but if Egypt gives up Eastern Soudan and 
the ports of Bed Sea the whole aspect of the question will be changed, as Egyptian 
and Abyssinian interests will become identical. The best policy then would be to give 
Abyssinia not only Massowah and strip of territory north and south of it, but also as 
much territory inland as King' John can govern, thus establishing a Christian and 
anti-slavery Power to act as set-off against Mahdi. As regards your Lordship's 
telegram No. 4, 3rd January, Captain Speedy thinks it desirable that I should write a 
letter to King John to warn him that a letter from the Queen is coming. Shall I 

• Ni>. 8 . f No. 9 . 


No. 19. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring. 

. T Foreign Office, January 11, 1884, 4 35 p.m. 

J oi 10th January. 















No. 20. 


Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received January 12, 5*30 p.m.) 



Cairo, January 12, 1884, 4*30 P.M. 


<No. 40.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

ABYSSINIA. . , w t _ , 

I have now fully discussed the question of conditions with Nubar rasha and 

Speedy. The only difficulty is Massowah. 

Khedive and Nubar Pasha are strongly opposed to the cession of any territory on 
the Bed Sea, as they consider that it would be very unpopular in Egypt, and also because 
they think, in view of the abandonment of the Soudan, Egypt has nothing to gam by 
making gratuitous concessions to Abyssinia. They would be prepared, if the English 
Government wish it, to allow all merchandize for Abyssinia to pass free, including 
arms, and to nominate an English Governor of Massowah. I propose, if you see no 
objection, to dispatch the Mission to treat on this basis. The cession of territory on the 
Bed Sea would probably give rise to difficulties with Porte. If these could be over¬ 
come, I should personally be inclined to cede Massowah to Abyssinia, but in. view of 
the strong objections entertained by the Egyptian Government, I do not think it would 
be desirable to insist on the cession. 


No. 21. 


Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received January 13, 4*30 p.m.) 


Cairo , January 13, 1884j 2 p.m. 


(No. 41.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

ABYSSINIA. , ,, , . _ . . 

Captain Speedy says that if no portion of the coast be yielded to Abyssinia there 
may be a risk that the King will detain Mission. If this is the case, it is an open 
question whether, supposing no port to be ceded, it is worth while dispatching the 
Mission at all. 

I think Lord Napier had better be consulted again. Eurther conversation with 
Nubar Pasha leads me to suppose that objections of the* Egyptian Government apply 
especially to Massowah, and not so much to other territory on the coast; but, as the 
Eastern Soudan is to be abandoned, he does not see any necessity to send a Mission 
at all. 

No. 22. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Baling. 

(No. 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , January 16, 1884, 6*30 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 41 of the 13th : Abyssinia. 

Could not the King come to Massowah and treat with the Mission there, thus 
disposing of all risk ? 





No. 23. 


Sir E. Baring to Earl Ghranville.—(Received January 18, 4 P.M.) 




(No. 49.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, January 18, 1884, 2*46 p.m. 

YOUB Lordship’s telegram No. 29 of 16th instant: Abyssinia. 

Captain Speedy does not think that it would be possible to get the King to come 
to Massowah. Nubar Pasha, with whom I have discussed the subject again, is still of 
opinion that in view of abandonment of Soudan no Mission is necessary, but will not 
object to dispatching it with orders to yield a portion of sea-coast, but not Massowah, 
to Abyssinia. Captain Speedy thinks that with these instructions there is no danger 
in going. I have received letters from General Baker strongly urging for early 

dispatch of Mission. _ , ,. . Q 

I think, on the whole, the Mission had better now go. May I act accordingly r> 





Tour Lordship will no doubt consider, before 
arising with the Porte if any territory is ceded. 


answering, the possible difficulties 


i Am directed by Jiarl Granville to inclose for convenience of reference the 
accompanying copies of telegrams which have recently passed between Her Maiestv’s 
Agent and Consul-General at Cairo and this Department,* relatle to the pSoted 
spatch ot an Anglo-Egyptian Mission to Abyssinia, and I am to state that his Lordshir 
will be obliged if the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will cause instructions in the 
Mowing sense to be sent by telegraph to Admiral Sir W. Hewett hC 

the King should be informed that a Mission from the Khedive, accompanied bv a 
Representative of Her Majesty, is ready to proceed at once to Massowah P in orde/to 
negotiate a territorial arrangement, which will be recorded in a Treaty between Great 
Britain, Egypt, and Abyssinia. For this purpose the King should be invited to come to 
Massowah or its immediate neighbourhood, or Annesley Bay, as the important duties on 
be coast devolving at present upon the Admiral whom the Queen has selected to 

thf£o? r “ nd t0 6 HCr MajeSt3, ’ S letter ’ prevent him from taking a journey Into 

M ^ r> 1Dg should , a88Ured of a friendly reception, and of the earnest desire of Her 
Majesty s Government to remove all cause of difference between him and Egypt 

AdmLTsir°W rd . ( ^ ranv ^ e be glad if the Lords Commissioners will direct 

Admiral Sir W. Hewett to inform Sir E. Baring by telegraph of the nature of the King’s 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


, . . Suakin, January 6, 1884. 

o my despatch No. 3 of the 30th ultimo, as to the relations 
r S8ima, 1 have the honour to inform your Lordship that Baker 
merai of the occupied provinces, returned from Massowah this 
called on him, to learn the result of his journey. His Excel- 
the Abyssinian General Ras Alulah, as that person had been 
•ntier in consequence of the serious illness of his wife; but the 
mm a letter stating that he had given orders to the Egyptian 

1, 22, and 23. + v n no 
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officers and officials to put an effective stop to raiding on Abyssinian territory and the 
plundering of Abyssinian caravans, and that he trusted that Eas Alulah would issue 
similar orders to his subordinates with regard to Abyssinian raiding on Egyptian 
territory, so that peaceful trading might not be further impeded until a Mission could 
be sent to King John to negotiate a permanent peace. General Baker also informed 
Has Alulah that, as he was dissatisfied with the past efforts of the Egyptian local 
authorities to suppress the bordering, he was about to replace the Governor of 
Massowah by a European in whom he had complete confidence, and who would 
undoubtedly carry out the orders which had been given. him to suppress bordering and 
plundering, and to severely punish all those who had been or might thereafter he guilty 
of it. 

The “ European ” referred to in Baker Pasha’s letter is Mason Bey, whose 
American nationality was apparently overlooked for the moment; he was hourly 
expected in Massowah at the time oi Baker Pasha’s departure, and on his arrival will 
have found his sealed instructions in the above sense. 

It would seem that the Abyssinians have had good cause to complain of the local 
authorities of Massowah, who have taken little or no pains to punish those who have 
been guilty of plundering Abyssinian caravans, for the proceeds of the robberies have 
been sold openly in the Massowah bazaar. Up till recently the ringleader of the plun¬ 
derers has been a rer.egade Abyssinian named Felorari Debbeb, or Dabooh (a cousin of 
King John’s), who, with others (Egyptians), appears to have been concerned in the 
murder of an Abyssinian priest who attempted to defend one of the plundered 
caravans with which he was travelling. This robber captain was allowed to roam 
about the frontier and raid at pleasure, and when Massowah became too hot for him 
he was actually sent here, and was well received by the local authorities, who seemed 
to be ignorant of his antecedents. But Baker Pasha, on his return this afternoon, at 
once ordered Debbeb to be arrested and imprisoned in one of the forts until he can be 
sent back to Massowah for trial, with his accomplices, one of whom (who is accused of 
the actual murder of the Abyssinian priest) was allowed to go to Oassala, to which 
place General Baker (before leaving Massowah) sent telegraphic orders for his arrest. 

General Baker hopes that his letter to Eas Alulah, and the orders he has given to 
the new Governor of Massowah, will have the effect of postponing the outbreak 
of hostilities between Egypt and Abyssinia; but the unfortunate mistrust which the 
Abyssinians have for Egypt aud Egyptian officials convinces him that Egypto- 
Abyssinian relations can never be put on a satisfactory footing until England or some 
other Great Power sends an Envoy to King John armed with the necessary full powers 
to arbitrate between him and Egypt, and to guarantee that Egypt shall carry out her 
pari of the arrangement; and he considers that England, having, as it has, the 
unbounded confidence of King John, would be best to undertake the mission,’ and 
carry it to a successful issue with the least delay. 

Assuming that the Government of Has Highness the Khedive would be prepared 
tc abide by the award of an English Envoy, the arbitration suggested by General Baker 
would seem to he the best possible means of settling the long-standing disputes 
between Egypt and Abyssinia, which are, especially at the present moment, fraught 
with great danger to Egypt, and involve considerable material losses to both sides. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BAKER. 


No. 27. 

Consul Baker to Karl Granville.—(Received February 1.) 

(No. 4. Confidential.) 

(Extract.) Suakin , January 7, 1884. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 5th instant, with regard 
to the relations between Egypt and Abyssinia, I have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that Baker Pasha, the Governor-General, informed me confidentially that he 
was exceedingly surprised and disgusted at the state of things he found at Massowah. 
The Governor of the town and other officials winked at, if they did not actively 
encourage, the raids on the Abyssinian caravans, and allowed the proceeds of the 
robberies to be sold openly in the bazaar. They took no means to prevent the 
renegade Abyssinian Debbeb from recruiting his robber hand in the town, although 
they could not he ignorant, unless wilfully, of his antecedents and liis recent mode °of 


g 


Abyssinian residents if MaVsowab are W™ a Court > of which 

King John of the result andW £ P 08sl 1 b \ t ? be members, and then inform 

“tilT; js-*' 1 - suU,? ’ CL 3s «£'“"• 

«11 tEn. iJjd CtK t,om and other., it would <*eiu that, in ,pite of 

the one hand by the tiC££CCnLi Si.! — 8 th *‘» eiaggerated on 


No. 28. 

(No. 66.) ^ K Baring 10 Earl GranviU'-—(Received February 1.) 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 28. 

Memorandum on Abyssinian Frontier Difficulties with Egypt. 

1875-76, in consequence of frontier disputes with Abyssinia the 

2 ?[ con( l uei ' od from Abyssinia not many years before 

2. Security of their trade route through Massowah. * 3 

a' mj nght lm P ort arms and ammunition. 

Egyptian^ 8Urrender of certain Abyssinian Notables who had taken part with the 

Kiru/roWtS 0 w 11 Pasbawa8 sent « Envoy by the Khedive to negotiate terms with 
g Johannes, but as his instructions were to preserve intact the frontier of 

“ a 11 “ oo ”” q “”" r r * ri ™ 4 

right eSlwlS t0 °^ ion constant troubles and collisions, the 

^decided C ° UeCt thC taxes “ tbe districts 111 dispute having been left 

to have" ]ZLtr^Zl^Z SnSt 1883 ? e . W ian authorities at Massowah seem 
1 y tematic course of irritation and annoyance towards their 
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neighbours. Abyssinian tc mauvais sujets ” were encouraged to take refuge on 
Egyptian territory, and to rob and pillage Abyssinian traders. Caravans were plun¬ 
dered, and the produce of these robberies was sold in the most open maimer, dearly 
with the cognizance, if not with the participation, of the authorities. Loss of life 

often resulted. , , 

The head of the robber gang, which numbered about 400 men, was a certain Deboob. 

Deboob was a son of Has Ryah, and a family connection of Eng Johannes, and 
at the same time related, by marriage, with Has Alula, the Abyssinian Commander-in¬ 
chief of the frontier army. Deboob’s misconduct had compelled him to take refuge 
on Egyptian territory, where, as before stated, he was clearly encouraged by the 

Egyptian authorities. . . A . . . . , r , 

In the month of August last, a rich caravan coming from Abyssinia to Massowah 

was pillaged by Deboob and his band on Egyptian territory only^ a few miles from 
Massowah. An Abyssinian priest was killed, and the produce ol the robbery was 
openly sold in the district of Arkiko. This clearly encouraged act of robbery created 

great indignation in Abyssinia. * , ■ 

Ras Alula made reprisals, and prevented all Abyssinian caravans from leavin OJ 
thus ruining the trade of Massowah. He requested that Deboob and hib xeadm^ 
followers should be surrendered. On this, Suleiman Pasha ordered Deboob to proceed 
to Suakin, where he has since resided; but the rest of the gang, under his Lieutenan , 

Tesfai, have continued their depredations. . 

Mokhtar Rey, the Governor of Suakin, fully cognizant of these events, has taken 

no steps to prevent them, nor has he made any serious inquiry. 4 

It is most clearly in the interest of Egypt at the present juncture that she should 
remain on terms of friendship with Abyssinia. It is also clearly in her interest that 
the trade of the excellent port of Massowah should flourish. Yet the very reverse has 
been brought about by the incapacity and venality of the Egyptian officials. 

I have taken the following steps to counteract, as far as possible, the mischief 
that has been created. I have ordered Mason Bey, an American officer m the 
Egyptian service with great experience, to take over the Governorship of Massowah 
directly he arrives there. Mason Bey is now on a mission m the Red Sea. Ihe 
appointment of a Christian Governor will have a good effect with the Abyssimans. 

Mokhtar Bey will proceed to Cairo. i . , . , . , , 

I have arrested the Egyptian official in charge of the district m which the plundered 
property was sold and in whose house Deboob lived. I have also caused to be 
arrested others of the gang, some of whom have confessed On my return here 1 
immediately made a prisoner of Deboob, and I propose to send him to Massowah and 
to try them all there when Mason Bey has arrived. I have written to Ras Alula, 
telling him of these steps, and saying that I have recommended that an Egyptian Envoy, 
an Abyssinian Envoy, and an English mediator shall be appointed to settle the question 
of frontier delimitation and trade security. I have told him that I have given th© 
strictest orders aH along the line that no act of hostility towards Abyssinia shall be 
committed by any Egyptian authority pending a settlement, and have requested him 
to issue the same orders to the Abyssinian troops. I have urged him to send on all 
caravans, and have given instructions that they shall be protected. I have strong 
hopes that these measures will have a good effect, anal trust that no time will be lost 
at Cairo in taking the steps which I have suggested in order to arrive at a definite 

The road to Kassala by Sanheit is now open, and the telegraph in working. 
As regards the question of frontier delimitation, I think that only the southern Bogos 
districts should be ceded, and that this road from Massowah by Sanheit to Kassala 
should certainly remain Egyptian. I would compensate Abyssinian feelmg of 
disappointment by the cession of Galabat in lieu of this route. 

This would release the Egyptian garrison of that district and make it available, 

and would probably content Abyssinia. . 

The question of the free import of arms and ammunition is one of great difficulty 
and delicacy, so strenuously do the Abyssinians cling to this project that it might 
possibly be the means of gaining material aid against the Mahdi. The number of 
arms and the amount of ammunition allowed to be imported should he limited, but 
there is little doubt that the Abyssinians will obtain them through Assab if not 

allowed to through Massowah. (sigIied) v . BAKER. 

Suakin, January 9, 1884. 
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No. 29. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.- (Received February 1.) 
^Confidential.) • j 

WITH reference to your letter of fho ©mi, • ± ^miralty, January 31, 1884. 
might be sent to Rear-Admiral Sir William tt requesting that a telegram 

King of Abyssinia that a MiS fro mS^hSZ** lmtruct ^ to infomf the 
of Her Majesty, is ready to proceed to w Ve * acc ®f n P anie d by a Representative 

with him/ and invite ^ negotiate * territorial arrangement 

commanded by my Lords Commissions ^ ?i H , ““^ate neighbourhood, I am 
laid before Earl Granville a copv of tho f >1 1C * orward herewith, to be 

Sir William Hewett yesterday. ^ ^graphic instructions which were sent to 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) G. TRYON. 


Inclosure in No. 29. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett. 

(Telegraphic.) . 

KING OF ABYSSINIA to he ± Admiralty, January 30, 1884. 

accompanied by a Representative of Her^wV hrZl Vic f°^ E ^Pt, 
Massowah to negotiate territorial arraiopn,™f J if to P 1 * 006 ^ at once to 
between Great Britain, Egypt, and aS 2 be r f? or ^ d in a Treaty 

ranted to come to Massowah or the Lmwlint,. 1 * puj ,P ose t,le King should be 
the important duties on the coaVt devXw Vf 1 ? e ‘ ghbourh ° od ’ or Annesley Bay, as 
Queen has selected to represent her and t-n t i- P£? 8en t °p Admiral, whom the 
from making a journey mto interior The Ktoo^f letter > prevent him 

reception and of earnest desire of Her bould be assured of a friendly 

difference between him a^ Egypt t£ 9t / 8 ' Go !~‘ to remove ail cause of 
King. ° lnform Ban ng by telegraph of nature reply of 


No. 30. 

* r - - -— 

(Extract.) tt „ , „ 

I CONSIDER there is no present dfi^r nfV^ Suak !\ Jctn ™ry 7-10, 1884. 
Abyssinians; I do not believe the canture of fw°^ T f ra ? sowal1 bem g attacked by the 
them, they have no ambition for a se^nori of , w* •! e J en cc i n8lderecl desirable by 

be equal to the task of its administrating = nlt “ de, 4 f ld probablv would not 

the presence of a British gim-vessel to '' m the event <» an attack, 

be sufficients deter the Abyssinians. and the mner or causeway, would 

against Egypt^ a g ™™ nces - as far as I was able .to discover, brought by Abyssinia 

(a.) Not allowing free passage of arms into Abyssinia 

to Abyssinia® 7 ^ 01 ** to > tribes in not paying their taxes 

(c.) Egyptian robberies of caravans from Abyssinia 

Itj SS5"iK21 80n °? RasEaia > a re bel Abyssinian, 

the government of Mas a °wah and^L'^rrmmdtog XT’ 89 relates 

the hond fide solution of 

i a™ te be» the St 


[325] 


No word for Khedive. 
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most difficult to arrive at absolute truth; every official is suspicious and afraid 
of his neighbour; even traders who have been pillaged dare not disclose their robbers; 
this is a perfect atmosphere of Oriental intrigue and iniquity; robbery and slavery 
are deeply rooted in the country, and cloaked by persons in the highest positions. 

There is a French Vice-Consul at Massowah who is in constant communication 
with Has Alula; the French evidently view with a jealous eye the footing the 
English and Italian commerce is gaining in Abyssinia, and probably aspire to the 
acquisition of a port on the African shore of the Fed Sea with a caravan route from 
the interior; their claim to Obokh has not met their requirements, and possibly the 
present Consul’s object is to gain the Abyssinians over to French views; in this he 
would be aided by the French Bishop at Keren and the mission at Massowah. 

Italy has obtained her footing in Assab Bay, and lately Envoys from the 
King of Italy with valuable presents have been dispatched to King Johannes, with a 
view to getting him to divert the caravan route from Massowah to Assab Bay, the 
Italians offering him whatever arms he may desire, and to dig wells along the caravan 
route; similar proposals have also been made by the Italians to the Shotts, a powerful 
and wealthy tribe to the south of Abyssinia, but, being vassals of Abyssinia, they 
Lave preferred retaining the old caravan route through Abyssinia. King John, whilst 
receiving the Italian presents, has confined himself to verbal promises, and no actual 
favourable results, as far as Italy is concerned, have as yet been arrived at. The 
Abyssinians, it appears, are not in favour of this eastern caravan route; firstly, owing 
to the increased distance; secondly, to having to traverse the country occupied by the 
hostile Gala tribes. . 

Ras Alula, the Abyssinian Generalissimo, and apparently the moving spirit of 
that country, is reported to be in camp at Addi Teilay (Addi Assa) four days easy 
journey from Massowah; his position is on a fertile mountain plateau, and said to be 
impregnable; he is supposed to have 10,000 warriors with him. the entire Abyssinian 
army being calculated at double that number. Has Alula married a sister of 
Dabbabah, and daughter of Ras Baia; she died in October last. He is reported well 
disposed towards Great Britain, and anxious to arrive at a peaceful solution of the 
present lock-up of trade; a properly accredited British Commissioner could alone do 
this, and settle these long pending disputes between Abyssinia and Egypt. 

Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received at the Foreign 

Office , February 8.) 

(Extract.) “ Euryalus” at Suakin , January 17, 1884. 

WITH reference to their Lordships’ telegram of the 4th instant, I sent my Flag 
Lieutenant, Walter H. B. Graham, with an interpreter, to Massowah, in an Egyptian 
mail-steamer which left this port on the 14th. I directed Lieutenant Graham to ascer¬ 
tain the whereabouts of General Ras Alula, commanding the Abyssinian army, who is 
supposed to be about three days* march from Massowah, and to convey a letter 
informing him that Her Majesty the Queen would shortly forward a letter to His 
Majesty the King of Abyssinia, and that England hopes to be able to settle the 
differences unfortunately at present existing between the Abyssinian and Egyptian 
Governments. As reported in my telegram of this date, I am of opinion that as little 
delay as possible should take place in sending the Mission to King John, as, doubtless, 
many exaggerated rumours of the recent disasters to the Egyptian arms have reached 
him, and it is very desirable and necessary that the roads should be kept open for the 
withdrawal of the Egyptian garrisons from the Soudan. 




No. 32. 

Earl Granville to Sir E . Baring. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , February 9,1884, 6T5 p.m. 

IT seems desirable to lose no time in sending Sir William Hewett to Massowah, 
as soon as Suakin is secure, to meet the King, with power to arrange frontier by giving 
Bogos, Gallabat, and free trade at Massowah, with Abuna, on condition of safe with¬ 
drawal of Egyptian garrisons on Abyssinian frontier. Gordon should be asked if this 
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w-ould interfere with any arrangements he contemplates. If Khartoum 
essential 6 * 11 ^ ^ * 8y ° f Kassala and Massowah > the friendship of Abyssinia 


No. 33. 

/xt no „ . Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring . 

(No. 83. Ext. 75.) 

® ir> -TTTTmr i» x i i Foreign Office, February 9, 1884. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 60 of the 29th ultimo on the subject of the 
proposal mwsion to Abyssinia, I have to state that it appears desirable to lose no time 
m sending Admiral Sir Wm. Hewett to Massowah, as soon as the necessary measures 
have been taken for the security of Suakin, to meet the King of Abyssinia. 

Authority should be given to Admiral Hewett to arrange for a rectification of the 
- ".;r giving Boghos and Gallabat to Abyssinia; free trade at Massowah. and 
facilities ior obtaining an Abuna from Egypt should also be granted to Abyssinia, 

1 n return iortJhese concessions King John should undertake to render assistance 
m effecting the safe withdrawal of the Egyptian garrisons on the Abyssinian frontier. 

You wifi mquire of General Gordon whether the above proposals would interfere 
with any arrangements he may have in contemplation. 

the event of its being decided that the garrison of Khartoum should retire by 
.hSbStr MasS0Wah ’ lt wouW ^ essential that the friendship of Abyssinia 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


Memorandum on Abyssinia , communicated privately to Earl Granville , February 11. 

possesses two points of the greatest importance, both near the Ethiopian 
littoral. The first of these is Harrar, at the southern extremity of the eastern coast. 
The second point is Keren, between the Bogos at the northern extremity of the 
Ethiopico-Abyssinian plateau. Harrar, the first of the two points named, is about 
30 kilom. west of Berbera, a seaport in the Gulf of Aden, lying in the direction of 
Cape Guardafm Harrar is situate at an elevation of about 100 metres above the sea- 
level, and is a fertile and most delightful oasis, of a cool and salubrious climate. It 
has always been -a fanatically Mussulman locality, which refused permission to 
Europeans to enter, and not only to Europeans, but even to the Turks who were also 
Mussuimans, until after 1874, when the Egyptians entered and took possession of the 

harrar is encompassed at a certain distance by mountains, inhabited by the Ittis 
(?) Galla, who are partly Mussulmans and partly Pagans, among whom the Catholic 
Mission has been established recently towards the west. Harrar has always been the 
site of a great market and d<p6t for slaves and merchandize brought from the south 

same country, and conveyed by 

is one of great advantage in this region, whether with 
_ ’8sinia or to military or political operations 

a U ^ ~ t gne : la * he tune of the Portuguese made himself master of the 

whole Etluopico-Abyssinian plateau, arose in Harrar, whence he drove the Emperor of 

Shea to the Tigris, thus securing the conquest of all Ethiopia; some years subsequently 
the Portuguese came from India to the succour of Christian Abyssinia and saved & 
FromHarraran army, after a few days’ march westwards, entered the realm of Shoa • 
by following the route which lies more to the south-west outside the realm of Shoa’ 

SthfhJ !i° ab A® t ° n r( ;f !h “ far , as Kaffa - lcavin S the realm of Menelik on the 
right hand and the other Galla principalities more on the west. 

The Viceroy ( f< Vice-R6”) of Egypt took possession of Harrar in 1874, if I am 
not mistaken; he should have fortified it; had he done so, he could have undertaken 
more advanced operations with better result than those which were attempted north¬ 
wards. V ithout previously making sure of Harrar, every operation becomes impassible. 


of Abyssinia and among the Galla at the south of the 
this way to the great markets at Berbera or Zeila. 

The position of Harrar ■■ 
reference to commerce with the south of°Abyi 
regarding the whole Ethiopian plateau. Su 
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while, on the other hand, the situation alone of Harrar, were it fortified, would lend 
its prestige over the whole of Southern Ethiopia as far as Rafik; without this, the very 
position itself will always be in danger, should it be attacked by the Abyssinians. 
King Menelik is constantly making fresh conquests in these parts; later on, the 
work of fortification might be opposed by him. Enough has been said respecting the 
position of Harrar. 

Keren. 

I speak now of Keren, in the country of the Bogos. This position passed 
into the possession of Egypt, unless I am mistaken, in 1874, not without some opposi¬ 
tion on the part of France, who had already some title to it, which, however, she 
renounced through the medium of Mussingher Pasha, formerly French Vice-Consul at 
Massowah. Thus Keren passed into the hands of Egypt. It is, as has already been 
said, the northern point of the Ethiopian plateau as it stretches towards the Tropic 
of Cancer, and where the Soudan desert, near Upper Nubia, reaches within a few 
French leagues of the coast of the Arabian Gulf. The elevation of Keren above the 
sea-level is nearly the same as that of Harrar, under 1,000 metres, and for this 
reason the situation enjoys a cool and healthy climate, which is a remarkable feature 
in this region. Were I to dilate upon Harrar, I should say it was a point of great 
interest in the future of Upper Egypt or Abyssinia. Keren, on the other hand, is 
interesting, not only as regards Abyssinia alone, but with relation to the whole Soudan 
desert, and may rightly be looked upon as a rear-guard for the two ports of Massowah 
and Suakin, situate as it is at about equal distance from both those ports. 

Had Egypt, upon its conquest of Keren, immediately fortified it and rendered it 
safe from any possible attack, whether by the Abyssinians or the Bedouins of the 
desert, the position would have conferred an effectual prestige which would have 
compensated for the dishonour of the Egyptian arms in the conflict with Abyssinia, 
instead of affording the spectacle we see to-day, when the missionaries, the monks, and 
other Europeans stationed there are constantly menaced by Abyssinia. Keren, indeed, 
should, when well fortified, properly be the point from which the Egyptians should 
conduct their attacks against King John, instead of at once commencing hostilities in 
the midst of Christian countries. But, to pass from the irremediable past, the position 
of Keren, if well fortified, would have hindered the revolt of the Arabs of the desert, 
and therefore have prevented the recent disorders in Suakin, and the whole of the 
Soudan would perhaps have been now safe from the attacks of the False Prophet, the 
Mahdi, who has made himself almost master of it, to the great injury of Egyptian 
prestige in these parts. While speaking of the False Prophet, I ought not to omit the 
relation in which he stands to the subject, for it is too nearly connected with the 
question of beloved Abyssinia, which may any day become the object of his attacks 
should his triumphs continue. 

This Europe of ours has looked upon the question of Islamism as ended, and 
reduced to a mere historical idea and aspiration, because it sees the weakness to which 
the Constantinopolitan Power has been brought, and which owes its maintenance for 
about a century more to the diplomatic action of the Powers than to the religious 
principles of Mahommedanism, which had begotten it and reared it to such colossal 
greatness as to strike terror into the whole civilized world in which our States were 
comprised. But we have been judging Islam by a false standard; the power of the 
Porte has been humbled, but not that of Islam, which, as a morbific principle in 
society, is as active as ever, and even hostile to the Ottoman Power itself, since the 
latter has, to a certain extent, entered the pale of our civilization, of the adoption of 
which Islamism is really incapable. The Grand Khalif of Constantinople, in the eyes 
of the Islamism of Mecca, is a parasite which has usurped the plant which bred it. 
Hence all the attempts at revolution of Mecca, the real country of Mahomet and 
fatherland of Islamism. For the true Mussulman, in any part of the world, the very 
name of Turk is equipollent to schismatic infidel , and enemy of the genuine Islamism. 
All the revolts which we have witnessed in these latter times in India, Arabia, Syria, 
Barbary, and recently in Egypt, and at present that for the Mahdi in Kordofan, are 
due directly to Islamism, and not in any way to the Porte, which, as a diplomatic 
Power, may have consented, though taking no active part in the movement. Looked 
at in this way, it would have been a great mistake to refer the Egyptian revolution to the 
Ottoman Porte, as it would be now to give it the Soudan; indeed, should the 
Porte wish to take it, it could not do so, as a large portion of its troops would betray 
it and pass over to the ranks of the enemy. 

After this digression, I return to the Mahdi, now recognized as Sultan throughout 
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No. 35. 


(No. 135.) 
(Telegrapl 


Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received February 14, 1*30 P . M .) 


^? rdshi P >s telegram No. 75 of the WL™* February 14, 1884,5 12 10 PM * 
mtlomUp. I do not understand any of the garrison, Si. SJite dingo. 
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No. 36. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring • 

[No. 94) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, February 16, 1884, 6*15 p.m. 

ADMIRAL HEWETT has suggested that nickel-plated firearms should be 
purchased for King John. Is he aware of presents to be taken by Speedy ? If these 
additional ones are necessary, state how many should be prepared, and of what class. 


No. 37. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received by telegraph , February 23.) 

(No. 221. Ext. 166.) 

(Extract.) ^ Cairo, February 23, 1884. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 149 of the 18th instant, it now becomes 
necessary to decide what course should be pursued with regard to the garrisons of 
Kassala and the other places along the frontier of Abyssinia. Your Lordship will 
hare heard from Admiral Hewett of the return of Commander Rolfe, and the result 
of his mission. Before receiving the Admiral’s telegram on this rubject, I had already 
telegraphed again to General Gordon. It will be better to await his answer before 
issuing final orders. But I have now little doubt that the Mission will have to pioceed 
to Abyssinia. 

No. 38. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received February 27, 3*15 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, February 27,1884, 1-40 p.m. 

MY telegram No. 166 of the 23rd : Abyssinian Mission. 

General Gordon, to whom I referred, replies :— 

« Erom all information I can get there is not any danger for Sanhit or Amadeb, 
and the garrison is so mixed with the townspeople of Kassala that it would be cruel 
to withdraw them ; besides which, from all I hear Kassala is quite safe. I sent letters 
there yesterday. I think that you may rest assured on my information, and you will 
believe me that Abyssinia is a reed to lean upon.” 

In a later telegram he says :— 

« Though I never would believe Abyssinia would move an inch, if Abyssinians 
did so, the remedy would be worse than the disease, which I do not think exists, 
for Abyssinians are greatest of robbers. It would also raise religious question, and 
ruin me up here.” 

Admiral Hewett telegraphs:— 

“ Greek Consular Agent has sent me a letter from merchants at Kassala, saying 
it is only provisioned for one month. The Governor of Kassala reported to General 
Baker a month since at Massowah that it was provisioned for four months.” 

I think that the Mission had better go, so soon as Sir W. Hewett can leave 
Suakin, with discretionary power to negotiate for the King’s aid as regards the retreat 
of the garrisons, should it be required. If this be settled, it remains to be decided 
what instructions the Mission is to receive as regards a cession of the sea-coast. On 
this subject please see my telegram No. 49 of the 18th January. 


No. 39. 


Sir E . Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received by telegraph , February 27.) 

<No. 233. Ext. 176.) 1Qfl . 

M Lord Cairo , February 27, 1884. 

~ WITH reference to my despatch No. 221 of the 23rd instant respecting the 

proposed Mission to King John of Abyssinia, I have the honour to inclose copy of two 



Gen t r M Gordo ^ whose °P inion I asked as to the desirability of sending 

.rafexxE™ 1 wffl ~ “ h ' '■ rsz 

*SrT la ’ ft that there are 0nJ y P r0 ™ions for one month 

to XemlT* W ft that G 1 °p raor of Kassala reported a month since 

to General Baker that it was provisioned for four months. 

4 , 5 °P illion is, that the Mission had better be sent to King John as soon as 

to^tiateTr “4, * hat he should be given a discretionary power 

reqtoSd^ & ^ K “ g 8 hdp faclhtate retreat of the garrisons, should it be 

will tLn h hl j ^ . th ? a PP rova l of Her Majesty’s Government, it 

SSrf*’ to J? de « d e d what instructions the Mission is to receive as regards a 
cession of any portion of the sea-coast to Abyssinia. On this subject I wouldrefer 
your Lordship to my despatch No. 67 of the 18th January. J 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 39. 



Major* General Gordon to Sir E. Baring. 



(TelC TELEGRAM 23rd February received. Khartoum , February 23, 1884. 

jpo aar has reported itself quite safe, and I have reason to believe that a gang of 
disaffected are in the road between it and this place, to whom I have written and hope 

qXTnh ten ? 8 'i 811 “formation I can get, there is not any danger for 

Senheit or Amadecb, and the garrison is so mixed with the townspeople of Kassala that 
it would be cruel to withdraw them; besides which, from all I hear Kassala is 

® a f e: 1 j ent let prs there yesterday. I think you may rest assured on my 
information, and you will believe me that Abyssinia is a reed to lean upon. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 39. 

Major-General Gordon to Sir E. Baring. 

(Megraphic.) Khartoum, February 24, 1884. 

IHOUGH I never would believe that Abyssinians would move an inch, yet 
if Abyssmians did so the remedy would be worse than the disease, which I do not think 
exists, for the Abyssinians are the greatest of robbers. It would also raise relief 
question, and rum me up here. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 39. 

Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett to Sir E. Baring. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, February 26, 188 

,, , if . , Itonsular Agent has sent me letter from merchants at Kassala, saying 

that it is only provisioned for one month. The Governor of Kassala reported to Baker a 
month since at Massowah that it was provisioned for four months. 


No. 40. 


Memorandum by LieulenanU Colonel Sir C. Wilson respecting Abyssinia. 

GENERAL GORDON is much opposed to an appeal to the Abyssinians for 
active aid m the withdrawal of the Soudan garrisons. After the very strong opinion 
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expressed in liis telegram of the 27th instant, that if Abyssinia moved it would raise 
the religious question, and ruin him in the Soudan, it would be unwise to ask the 

assistance of King Johannes. , 

I think, however, the Mission should go on; the preliminary arrangements are 
too far advanced to draw back; the King, who is waiting for the Mass ion, would 
consider himself deceived and slighted, and it would he difficult again to win his con- 

If England does not take up the Abyssinian question, raised by the abandonment 
of the Soudan, France or Italy will, and the solution, in that case, might not be m 
accordance with British interests. 

The terms proposed to be offered to King Johannes are:— 

1. The retrocession of (a) Bogos. (b) Galabat. 

2. A free port at Massowah, with right to import arms. 

3. A satisfactory settlement of the Abuna difficulty. 

1. On the complete withdrawal of the Egyptian garrisons, Bogos and Galabat will 
be at the mercy of the Abyssinians, and the King’s friendship might be secured by 
acknowledging his claims to these districts, which the Egyptian Government is no 

longer able to contest. , 

In the case of Bogos, however, there are difficulties which will have to be 
considered. At Sanhit (or Keren), the capital, there are a French Mission, with 
church built by Ismail Pasha, and schools, and some twenty to thirty French subjects 
engaged in the cultivation of tobacco, which is not permitted in Abyssinia. The 
French Mission, which has received the “officious” support of France, has always 
been a centre of intrigue ; King Johannes dislikes Roman Catholics, and would, if lie 
could, turn the Mission out of Bogos ; the French Government would probably oppose 

the retrocession. , . , 

The trade route from Kassala to Massowah passes through Sanhit, which occupies 

an important military position. 

If Bogos be given up to King Johannes, it will be necessary to secure efficient 
protection for the French Mission and the French subjects at Sanhit, and free transit 
for goods passing along the Massowah-Kassala road. , 

Another solution is perhaps worth considering, viz., to include Bogos in the coast 
district which Her Majesty’s Government propose to protect; King Johannes would 
probably be quite satisfied with this arrangement if a portion of the surplus revenue 

were given to him. , .. . , - , . , 

In the case of Galabat and Bogos the boundaries should be defined in the Treaty 

so as to prevent disputes in future. , . 

2. The question of making Massowah a free port, and allowing Abyssinia to 
import arms and ammunition, is one upon which there can be little difference of 
opinion. Massowah should, however, always be under a European Governor, and as 
many of the Turco-Egyptian officials as possible should be sent away. 

3. The Abyssinians have always complained of the difficulties which the Egyptian 
Government has thrown in the way of the consecration and the appointment of the 
Abunas. Some assurance should be given that these difficulties should not agam 

2tns0 

There are certain other points which will probably be discussed between the 

Mission and the King:— . . 

1. The cession of a portion of the sea-coast. Such cession would, in my opinion, 
raise the religious question. It is doubtful whether the coast could be ceded without 
the consent of Turkey; and I do not think the Abyssinians, at present, have a strong 
desire for coast territory. It must be remembered, however, that the result of making 
Massowah a free port, and bringing the Abyssinians more into contact with the outer 
world, will be to create such desire. It would seem, on the whole, wiser to leave 
this question for future consideration, and. unless the King presses the point strongly, 
to defer its solution until Abyssinia is sufficiently strong to assert her power over the 

neighbouring coast districts. _ . ... .. ,, . t>i 

" 2. The Abyssinians have always desired protection whilst visiting the Holy i laces 

at Jerusalem; I believe such protection has sometimes been given “officiously by 
the British Consul, and the late Bishop Gobat used always to do his utmost to assist 
Abyssinian pilgrims. If some assurance could be given that the British Consul would 
watch over the interests of Abyssinian pilgrims at Jerusalem, it would have an 
excellent effect. If England does not do this, France or Italy probably wBL 

3. The opening of the port of Massowah will eventually lead to a desire on the 
part of the Abyssinians for education; and it seems desirable, in view of the important 
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position of Abyssinia, that this education should be English rather than French in 
character. I would therefore submit that Lord Napier’s suggestion that Her Majesty’s 
Government should offer to educate a certain number of Abyssinians in Bombay 
should be adopted. J 

4. It seems to me that the development of Abyssinia, and the civilization of the 
Abyssinians under English auspices, should be one of the objects of British policy in 
? ea " The ^ me k 8 * 8 n °t arrived for taking any measures in this direction, but 
the Mission might do something to create a friendly feeling towards England by 
giving assurances that Abyssinian merchants would be protected whilst at Massowah. 

Though, in face of General Gordon’s telegram, it would not be advisable to ask 
the King to take any active part in the withdrawal of the Soudan garrisons, he should 
be bound down to give them protection and assistance should they find it necessary to 
seek safety within the Abyssinian frontier. 

In the event of its being decided to hand over Bogos and Galabat to Abyssinia, 
the King should be bound not to occupy them until the completion of General 
Gordon’s mission, and final arrangements have been made for the withdrawal of all the 
Soudan garrisons. 

(Signed) 0. W. WILSON. 

February 29, 1884. 

No. 41. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received by telegraphy March ].) 

(No. 246. Ext. 181.) 

My Lord, . Cairo , March 1, 1884. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose a telegram from General Gordon, reporting 
a rising of tribes near Kassala and an attack on that town, and recommending 
that something be done to draw away the Hadendowa tribes from that district towards 
Suakin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 

Inclosure in No. 41. 

Major-General Gordon to Sir E. Baring . 

T IVT T»,r » nriT/"'v"\T * . . . .. _ _ ... art UTY l , February 29, 1884. 

INFORMATION just in from Kassala, dated the 18th February. Hadendoaw 

have raised tribes near Kassala; attacked Kassala, hut were repulsed. Road still 
closed. As Baker’s defeat has caused this, you ought to do something to draw these 
Hadendowa down to Suakin. Kassala was all safe till Baker’s defeat 


No. 42. 


Earl Granville to Sir E. Borina . 

(No. 127.) y 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , March 1, 1884, 6'50 p.m. 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 49 and 175 and 181: Abyssinian Mission. 

Hewett had better start as soon as possible, and ascertain and report what terms 
of arrangement would satisfy King John. Hewett should be informed that Egyptian 
Government would agree to free transit of goods, including arms and ammunition, 

through Massowah, but that any cession of coast or inland territory will require 
further consideration. H 


[ 325 ] 
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No. 43. 


(Telegraphic.) . Cairo, March 3,1884, 4-30 f.m. 

SPEEDY leaves Cairo to-morrow to join Admiral Hewett. 


Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received March 3, 4 55 P.M.) 


No. 44. 


(No. 200.) 
{Telegraphic.) 


Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received March 6, 5 P.M.) 


Cairo, March 6, 1S84. 


ADMIRAL telegraphs as follows from Suakin to-day 
•• Commander Rolfe had talks with Ras-Allula when he was sent toajk Km 
John to meet me near coast, and assured him of earnest desire ot Her Majesty s 
Government to remove all causes of difference between him and Egypt. , 

« The General, who is the mouthpiece of the King, told him that Abyssima wante 

Bu& °® you r telegram from Lord Granville, telling me that I am to ask what King 
John requires—this is known. I cannot understand what my be^ffia 

officer of my rank must have the power to settle the business. The Italians passe 
any amoun/of arms and ammunition into Abyssinia from Assab Bay, and are only too 

anxious that King John should let their caravans go into his country. If I am not 

empowered to give Bogos, we shall have serious complications with Abyssmm, after 
they had been told that I was to adjust their grievances I like to hesucc^sful, but 
see no chance of that after the instructions I have received from Lord Granville. 

I agree with Admiral in thinking that le should have definite instructions as to 
cession of territory. Except as regards complications with Eorte i* b 
cannot judge, I see no objection to ceding Bogos and a portion of sea-coast, but not 

Massowah. 


Bogota " the « the “»*• *«“ “» 

req^” G "“ Ti “' 1,115 “ *“ 1 “ ** k ' ,i “ t ^ **» 

I cannot underetand what my mission is to be. An officer of my rank must have 
the power to settle the business. The Italians passed any amount of arms and ammu¬ 
nition into Abyssinia from Assab Bay, and are only too anxious that King John should 
let their caravans go mto his country. 6 

? am ? ot t0 B ,° sos > we shal1 serious complications with 

Abyssmians, after they had been told that I was to adjust their grievances. 

1 like to be successful, and I see no chance of that with the instructions you sent 
me irom .Lord Granville. J 


No. 46. 

x Earl Granville to Sir E. Borina. 

(No. 132.) y 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , March 8, 1884, 6 50 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 200 of 6th March : Abyssinia. 

We have heard from you for the first time of King John’s wishes. We agree tc 
following basis of negotiation:— " 6 

1. King to facilitate withdrawal through his territory of Egyptian garrisons. 

2. To agree to refer all differences with Egypt to Her Majesty’s Government. 

3. No opposition from Egypt to the occupation of Bogos by the Kin°\ 

4. Free transit through Massowah from or to Abyssinia for all goods, including 
arms and ammunition, under British protection. 

5. Settlement of Abuna question. 

If absolutely necessary, occupation of Galabat would not be opposed. 

General reservation of lawful claims of the Porte to be introduced. 

Instruct Hewett accordingly. 




No. 45. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— (Received by telegraph, March 6.) 

(No. 273. Ext. 200.) Cairo, March 6, 1884. 

7 I°HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram from Admiral Sir Wiffiam 
Hewett, reporting the return of Commander Rolfe, who had been sent to ask King 
John of Abyssinia to meet the Admiral near the coast, and who states that. on 
the authority of Ras Alula, the General and mouthpiece of the King, Abyssinia will 

requ ire Bog os for fregll i ns t mc tions, and for power to settle the matter, as 
he c ™ 8 ^era Ms Hewetfinttiinking that he should be given definite instruc- 

ot Bog,. ,nd . portion of the 

except as regards possible complications with the Porte, about which I am not in a 

position to judge. *, , 

I would not, however, advocate the cession of Massowah. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 45. 

Rear-Admiral Sir TV. Hewett to Sir E. Baring. 


/T 1 wmhie ) ouuKin, ww vn v, 

' e Commander ROLFE had several talks with Ras Alula when he was sent to 
> a gV King John to meet me near coast, and assured him of earnest desire of Her 
Majesty’s Government to remove all causes of difference between linn and Egypt. 


Suakin , March 6, 1884. 


No. 47. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 145. Ext. 132.) y 

Slr ’ i mm . , , „ Foreign Office, March 10, 1884. 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 200 of the 6th instant on the subject of the 
proposed Mission to the King of Abyssinia. 

Her Majesty’s Government were not aware of the King’s wishes in the matter 
previous to the receipt of your telegram, but they are now prepared to agree to the 
following terms as a basis of negotiation :— 

.1- King John to facilitate the withdrawal through his territory of the Egyptian 
garrisons m the neighbourhood of the frontier. 

Government^ 61611068 betwe<m Eg - vpt and ^y 88 ^ to be referred to Her Majesty’s 

3. The King to be at liberty to occupy the district of Bogos. 

4. Free transit through Massowah, under British protection, for all goods, 
including arms and ammunition, from and to Abyssinia. 

6. The settlement of the question regarding the appointment of an Abuna. 

The occupation of Galabat by Abyssinia would not be opposed, in the event of 
such a concession being found absolutely necessary. 

• 4 . f ge ?® ri i 1 *'f servation ^th respect to the lawful claims of the Porte should be 
introduced mto the agreement. 

I have to instruct you to communicate these terms to Rear-Admiral Sir William 
Hewett. - . 


(Signed) 


lam, &c. 


GRANVILLE. 
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No. 48. 

Sir E. Baring io Earl Granville.— {Received March 13, 10 A.M.) 

(No. 211.) Cairo, March 13, 1884, 9 30 A.M. 

6 C TOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 132 of the 8th : Abyssinia. 

Sir W. Hewett telegraphs. 
« Am sending Her Majesty’s ship [? ‘ Sphinx ’] to Massowali to acquaint King of 

^ Vks 

oi3y claimed Massowali and causeway when transferred to Lgyi t. 

I can explain to him about Abuna; what answer shall I give as regards lawful 
claims of Porte ? 


No. 49. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— {Received by telegraph, March 13.) 

(No-SOl. Ext. 211.) Cairo, March 13,1884. 

My WTTH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 132 of the 8th instant 
respecting the Mission to Abyssinia, I have the honour tomclosecopyofatelegmm 
from Admiral Hewett, stating his intention of starting about the 25th instant, ana 
asking for further instructions as regards the Abouna question, and as to the lawf 

clanM^the rorte^o ^ Admiral what is to be done as regards the Abouna question, 
but should be*glad if your Lordship will instruct me as to what answer I should give 
respecting the lawful claims of the Porte. j hay© &c 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 49. 

Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett to Sir E. Baring . 

/rr , , . x Suakin , March 12, 1884. 

e Tm sending Her Majesty’s ship “ Sphinx ” to Massowali to acquaint King o 
AbysSda I sharstart Ibout 25th instant. Should like further instructions^ 
regards the Abouna question. Also as to lawful claims of Por - un 
Turks only claimed Massowah and causeway when transferred to Jigypt. 


Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring. 

S°1 ) Foreign Office, March 18,1884, 6 35 r.M. 

ment, though Firman prohibits any alienation ot territory, 
be made. 


No. 61. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— {Received March 24, 9 p.m.) 

(No-247.) Cairo, March 24, 1884, 5 P.M. 

(Telegrap been authorized to place his Flag Captain in civil 

„t lS ZirtZtiLon Bey, the P ™«.t Governor, i. on to Kmg 

John. 


Sir W. Hewett also asks whether he may order officers in command of Bogho, 
garrisons to withdraw. After consulting with Nubar Pasha, Stephenson, and Woods 
I have replied as follows :— 

“We t hink it would not be desirable to withdraw them at once, unless you can 
arrange simultaneously for the withdrawal of the garrisons at Amadeb and Kassala. 
If this is impossible, it would be better to leave Boghos garrisons where they are for 
the time being, and arrange with King John that he should facilitate their withdrawal 
later. You may perhaps be able to arrange for the retreat of the Galabat garrison 
through Abyssinian territory without passing through Boghos.’* 


No. 62. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received by telegraph , March 24.) 

(No. 361. Ext. 247.) 

My Lord, Cairo , March 24, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Admiral Hewett has been 
authorized to appoint his Flag-Captain Governor of Massowah during the absence of 
Mason Bey, the present Governor, on a mission to King John. 

Admiral Hewett asked me yesterday whether he had authority to order the officers 
in command of the Boghos garrisons to withdraw from that country. I have the 
honour to inclose copy of the reply which I have sent] to him, after consultation with 
Nubar Pasha, General Stephenson, and Sir Evelyn Wood, to the effect that, unless he 
can arrange for the simultaneous withdrawal of the garrisons of Amadeb and Kassala, 
it would be better to leave the Boghos garrisons where they are for the time being, and 
arrange for their withdrawal later. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 52. 

Sir E. Baring to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett . 

(Extract.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, March 24, 1884. 

AS regards Boghos garrisons, we think that it would not be desirable to withdraw 
them at once unless you can arrange simultaneously for the withdrawal of the 
garrisons at Amadeb and Kassala. If this is impossible, it would be better to leave 
the Boghos garrisons where they are for the time being, and arrange with King John 
that he should facilitate their withdrawal later. 

As regards Galabat, you may perhaps be able to arrange for the retreat of the 
garrison through Abyssinian territory without passing through Boghos. 


No. 63. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J . Pauncefote.—(Received March 27.) 
(Confidential.) 

Sir, Admiralty , March 26, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you, for 
the perusal of Earl Granville, a printed copy of a letter, dated the 3rd instant, from 
Sir William Hewett, inclosing Reports by Commander Rolfe and Lieutenant 
Graham, R.N., of their journey into Abyssinia to make inquiries preliminary to the 
proposed mission to King John. 

I am to add that my Lords propose to approve the proceedings of these two 
officers. 


I am, <fcc. 

(Signed) G. TRYON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 53. 

Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty . 

“ Euryalus,” at Suakin, March 3, 1884. 

SUBMITTED for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty- 
Some of the information contained in the inclosed Reports may prove useful to the 
Intelligence Department. 

I am well pleased with the manner in which both Commander Rolfe and Flag 
Lieutenant Graham performed this duty. 

(Signed) W. HEWETT. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 53. 


Lieutenant Graham to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett . 

Sir, Massowah, January 18, 1884. 

IN compliance with the directions in your Memorandum of the 13th January, I 
have the honour to report that I embarked with Abdullah, at 7 a.m. on the 14th, 
on board the Egyptian steamer “Neghila,” which left the harbour at Suakin at 
8*30 a.m. 

At 6*15 p.m. we anchored in 13 fathoms off Ras Asis, having experienced head 
sea and strong wind from the south and east. 

On the 15th, at 6 a.m., the “Neghila” proceeded to Akik, arriving and anchoring 
off that village at 9 a.m. The forty-four Sheikhs that were embarked at Suakin having 
been landed, the “ Neghila ” left at 11 a.m. for Massowah. 

On the 16th, at noon, passed the Egyptian steamer “ Shibeen ” with black troops 
and band, en route for Suakin, and anchored at Massowah at 130 p.m. 

Together with Lieutenant-Commander Crowe, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Coquette,” 
I called on Mason Bey, the new Governor, who arrived here in the “Shibeen” on 
the 15th. Erom the Governor, Lieutenant-Commander Crowe, Mr. Wylde, and 
Eskender Bey I have received every assistance, and intend leaving this afternoon for 
Sahati, where I shall camp for the night, going on to Ailet the next day, and there 
await the answer to the Governor’s letters to Ras Alloula, or Belata Gabron (copy of 
letters inclosed). 

I have been informed that Ras Alloula is near Axum, hut expected at Addetchlai 
about the 27th January. 

Belata Gabron is at Addetchlai, a distance of about four days’ march from Aileh. 

I have been supplied by the Paymaster of Her Majesty’s ship “ Coquette ” with 
550 dollars Maria Theresa (100Z.). 

The Egyptian steamer “ Zagazig ” will leave with Sanhit troops in about 
five days’ time for Suakin, information having been received that the troops have 
just left Sanhit. 

I have &c, 

(Signed) ’ WALTER H. B. GRAHAM. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 53. 


Mason Bey to General Ras Alloula . 

Massowahy January 18, 1884. 

To his Excellency Ras Alloula, Commander-in-chief of the Armies of His Majesty 
King of Abyssinia. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that Lieutenant Graham, Aide- 
de-camp to his Excellency Admiral Hewett, commanding British naval forces in the 
Red Sea, is charged by the Admiral to deliver as quickly as possible to your Excellency 
a most important letter. 

I have written by this same messenger to his Excellency Belata Gabron to inform 
him of Lieutenant Graham’s mission, and asked him to arrange for his voyage from 
Aileh to the place your Excellency may appoint. 


“ ““ 18 “>. will .w* « 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MASON, Governor of Massowah. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 53. ! 

Mason Bey to Belata Gabron. 

de-cal^ V Ad^l h St!°c™“C SSgf** V Lieu “ Graham, Aide- 
which he wishes t0 ExceUen ^ Alton]* 

AUoufothat SeuiTotSSnT 1 ’to inform his Excellency Ras 

th. meeting to eeeeiee die Urnm*** 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MASON, Governor of Massowah. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 53. 

Lieutenant Graham to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett. 

Sir, 

0 80 s^ at 

vicinity of the water-courses, stony. 1S * g °° C Sandj ° ne ’ m Some few P laces > m the 
partially OTergrown ^hjmimosa! OUntl7 SaUd ^ St ° ny desert ’ with lmdulatin g hills 

of fresh water. d ^^water’i^felly 1 ^^ 11 encamped about 400 y ards from the spring 
7 A.M° n ^ 19th 8trUCt Camp at 6 a » d were on the march a little before 

When through the passes the road is sandy and good, 
end ta^rVebTbffn ■”? “U— entered mother 

2 5 = ■- 

road across is sandy andgood ^ by water - courses and cohered with mimosa. The 

• ehort*3L‘£fi; u’ “ S ttl ! he ,i:“T 1 ? itchcd ,h « ”»»P un der two tree. 
About 4 miles south-south-west f, 1 * 4 most convenient place to camp. 

house, now deserted and in ruins. CamP “ th ° Slte ° f the old 8wedish mission- 

wat/rfwhS^ftoo^te^^^ “ i d , t H ated is a hot mineral water spring, the 
cold water streamlet. y0Ur land m > next and cIose to this spring runs a 

•tron^TSterlo^lfc™ OUTf # 1 “ 4 ir0 ”- bnt -ple-ntlj- 

water loses its mineral taste ? This wstf w luch thls water runs and becomes cold, this 
The r,nJ;™T taste, llus water is good and most pleasant to drink 

S-dav an A T e - l0 - ng djstenc J e8 i . to the hot mineral waters 

Gabron had f m” A “, lai ’ who informed me that Belata 

him shortly. Governor of Massowah’s letter, so that I expect to hear froi 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER H. B. GRAHAM. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. B3. 

Lieutenant Graham to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett. 

Asmara, January 28, 1884.. 

Slr ’ MR R RU having riven me to understand that it was feasting time in Abyssmia, 

„d S' the, »i g ht faiMory in SSSj 

*• AileK pw, «» ^ “ « 
" HdSSs it i. mei » • 8™“8 S~”» d 

*" “»» »t the part of the MU at Mw«l» i he» X .topped a few 

"."-taSb fc.K4; thi. ta a good eaeapiog aod g»«mg 

3^^fiS£ir-»BtetS! 

during daylight. here the road is much better. The 

whMr^S=S^h. tt LKd tt ‘^‘^ aod pleasant, the hUl-aides heiag 

thickly wooded. ! •_, n f Genda which is sparsely studded with shrubs. 

U aj, .oldi.r. .ent b, Mat. 

6 *’T,5.-Sr^ d in mountain defile, good ante prooufble • abort dietane. 

AUoula i. atAdowa,»nd may leave for AddeteMai on the 29th. I .haU leave 
for certain when I meet Belata Gabron. 

8^0 Tm—P s^sfd MsXteJa clearing, used for caravans as a camping-ground. 

mot=pt?the° whole of the rocky ascent is strewn with 

big r-XchtTtile summit, and descended into the vafley, where we 

5^S£kS2S:5 

Fall, and their loads get displaced in the had parts of tlic passe ^ 

.. 200 

Mule load .. . ** ” .. 100 to 120 

Donkey .. •• • • * * * * * * .. .. 60 

Man . .. .. 200 

Bullock, about 

But this last means of transport ***V*™™* nttTolS. SrifSS in one or 
tw0 £5^^KSSa P-.XSgh a little logger, not so 

tryinf to the an^ab^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ from one peak here, on a clear day, 

**sssZ£i& sa-j 

serssSrt:smarts ins **» »£* »“ *- ■««-• ■* 

ab0U ihiI 0 hting 0 IL% 8 ~, grass is not plentiful, and some of the flocks and herds 
baVe Throughout I have found the people civil and obliging. 


, The town of Asmara consists of a few mud huts with conical roofs, the church 
being the largest building, oblong shape, with a flat roof. 

Asmara could turn out about 150 fighting men. 

Cattle, sheep, and fowls cheap and good. 

Half-a-mile beyond the town is a spring of fresh water. 

8.30 p.m. —A messenger arrived from Belata Gabron, who is at Addetchlai; he 
sent his compliments, and would receive me at Addetchlai to-day. I shall therefore 
leave about 11 a.m., and arrive about 2 p.m. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER H. B. GRAHAM. 



Inclosure 7 in No. 53. 




Lieutenant Graham to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett . 




Addetchlai , February 1, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I left Asmara at 115 p.m. on the 28th, halted 
at the village of Sahad Ushtan, about half-way to Addetchlai, for a short time to 
allow the escort to come up. 

Between Asmara and Sahad Ushtan we passed two villages, Biet Mohah and 
Ad Sogdom; we arrived at Addetchlai at 5*30 p.m. Belata Gabron was at tho time of 
my arrival attending a marriage ceremony (niece of Ras Alloula), and sent to excuse 
himself for not receiving me at once. 

The tents and baggage arriving shortly after 6 p.m., I pitched my camp about 
50 yards from Belata Gabron’s house, that being the place allotted to me for that 
purpose. 

About 615 p.m. Belata Gabron returned to his house, in which I had rested for a 
short time after my arrival, and where I went to see him, at his request. 

He received me with much cordiality, offering me the use of a house, and 
informing me that Ras Alloula had written to him to receive me as an honoured 
guest. 

The same evening he sent me a cow, bread, milk, ghee, and ledge, ordering my 
escort to guard my camp; every day since he has sent various articles of food, and 
behaved most hospitably. There is a small supply of good water at the foot of the 
hill, and a good quantity about 4 miles from here. 

On the 29th, in the evening, Belata Gabron sent to inform me that he had received 
a letter from Ras Alloula, and expected him here yesterday. At 11 a.m. yesterday 
Ras Alloula arrived in camp, accompanied by about 150 soldiers, about half on mules 
and horses. 

About 200 more arrived later on. At noon I paid my visit to Ras Alloula, he 
having* sent to inform me that he was prepared to receive me. 

In accordance with my instructions, I presented him with your letter, which he 
desired me to read, and which Mr. Bru translated into the Abyssinian language 
(Amarinia). In the afternoon he sent me a bullock, some bread, and ledge. To-day, 
at noon, I visited Ras Alloula, and the reply to your letter, written in Amirinia, was 
read to me, Mr. Bru translating the same into English. 

I have the honour to attach a translation of Ras Alloula’s letter, which letter he 
will hand to me to-morrow morning, and after receiving it I shall return to Massowah 
as soon as possible, in compliance with my instructions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER H. B. GRAHAM. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 53. 

General Ras Alloula to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett. 

HONOURABLE and great, how are you ? 

I am, thank God, quite well. 

I have received the letter of honourable words you sent me. 

It is known for a long time that Has Majesty the King of Abyssinia and Her 
Majesty the Queen of England are on good terms. 

His Majesty the King is not very far away (at Wofillah Hashengi), let the 

J I 
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officer (of high rank) come whenever he likes, I will receive him, and send him to the 

King. _ , 

Camp of Addetchlai 24 th Terh. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 53. 

Lieutenant Graham to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett. 

Massowah, February 6,1884. 

S "' I HAVE th, too™ lo report (tat I rtolved *”TS 

(inclosed, will. Eaglih tr.nel.fco by Mr. Bm) lo your letter »t 10 30 » on 

2 ° d The same d.,I tot on to A« but jSgrf 

t 1 ss - 

il h - jj-a-5 

C—d.r BoHe end Mr, Wylde; the 

>«“».■» to ™e 

*■"•£ iMJ -■»p*b^ 1 »™““ to 

would ol course wish to travel by the shortest and best route- Addetchlai 

dr., WJMSf 22 ST3£ SSS7 17 £? M L-«— 

their utmost. T have &c 

(Signed) WALTER H. B. GRAHAM. 


Inolosure 10 in No. B3. 

Lieutenant Graham to Rear-Admiral Sir TV. Hewett. 

Massowah, February 6, 1884. 

»;»s ?= 

same in Amarinia-tlie Abyssinian official tang™** 

(Signed) ’ WALTER H. B. GRAHAM. 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 53. 

Commander Rolfe to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett. 

b Ras Alloula! s Town , February 12, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in accordance with your orders I 
embarked on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Hanger ” on the 2nd instant, and arrived at 
Massowah on the afternoon of the 3rd. 

After communicating with Lieutenant Crowe, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Coquette,” 
I landed, and delivered your letter to his Excellency Mason Bey, who furnished me 
with the necessary transport of mules, a guard of Bashi-Bazouks, and a letter of safe- 
conduct in Egyptian territory. 

On the 5th instant I left Massowah at 3*30 p.m., arriving at Has Alloula’s town 
(Addetchlai) at 1 p.m. on Sunday, the 10th. 

Immediately on my arrival I was taken to Has Alloula’s house, and received by him. 
on * n ^be afternoon I again visited him, and delivered your letter, which, after 
he had opened, he requested me to read (which I did), and was interpreted to the Ras 
by Mr. Bru. 

After explaining it to him he sent every one out except Belata Gabron (his second 
in command). 

Ras Alloula then said he could not direct the King’s movements, but that he 
believed business would shortly take him to Adowa. If the Embassy would come here 
(Addetchlai), he would send them on to the King. 

This, I explained, would not do, as the Mission must know where thev were groin £ 
before they left Massowah. 

He again answered that he could not order the King, but that he (Ras Alloula) had 
authority to receive letters, and if necessary conclude Treaties, and would come down 
to Massowah if desired. 

I told him that I did not think you would deliver the letter otherwise than 
personally to the King of Abyssinia. 

I asked him to communicate the contents of his letter from you to the King, and 
he promised to do so. 

On the 11th Ras Alloula again sent for me, and repeated very much what he had 
before said. 

I asked him if he had communicated yet with the King ; he said “ No ; ” but the 
letter should be dispatched the next day (12th). 

He also spoke to me about the difficulties the Abyssinian merchants had to 
encounter on the road to Massowah, and the extortions of the Customs and brokers 
there, and often how they were actually ill-treated by the officials. 

Ras Alloula again sent for me to-day for the purpose of giving me the answer to 
your letter, a translation of which I inclose, retaining the original (written in 
Abyssinian) till my return. 

I intend leaving this to-morrow (Wednesday), and expect to arrive at Massowah 
either Saturday or Sunday. 

Attached is an itinerary of the route which I took coming to this place. I intend 
verifying it on my return journey. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. ROLFE. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 53. 

General Ran Alloula to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett . 

(Translation.) 

HOW are you ? 

I thank God I am all right. 

I have received the letter with the good word that you sent me. 

Come when you are ready. I will send you to where His Majesty the King is. 
He is not very far; he is in Hasiiengi. 

When you come, come by Addetchlai. 

Written on the 5 th Techalet. ” 





Itinerary . 



XI V/* 






Heights and Distances. 


Above sea level. 



Feet. 

400 

800 

1,580 

2,800 

3,000 

5,900 

7,000 

7,100 


* 


Total 



28 hours at 3j miles per hour = 98 miles. 


Roads. —Prom Massowah to Sahati the road is strong, undulating, and steadily 
rising. From Sahati a steep and stony road leads up through the Atlema Pass, 
1.000 feet above the sea, then down a steep descent of 200 feet into the Aileh plain, 
where the village of that name is situated. Besides a fresh-water stream, there are 
hot wells, which the natives use for medicinal purposes. 

About 10 miles south-west of Aileh and on the same plain is Sabagumba at the 
foot of the Ra Ra Pass, a good camping ground with water. 

Ascending to 1,500 feet is Humar, a pleasant shady valley, good grass and clear 

running water. . , 

Thence to the top of the Ra Ra Pass is a steep and stony incline 3,000 feet above 
the sea. A descent of 200 feet leads to Ginda, a pleasant undulating plain, where 
there is good grass for the animals and water, and abounding in guinea fowl. In the 
same valley, 8 miles further on, is another camping ground called Sagalow (cross 
roads), and about 5 miles further commences the ascent of the Art Rot Pass. This is 
the steepest and most difficult pass on the road, and is nothing more than the bed of a 
mountain torrent which carries the water off the hills in August. This water-course, 
on account of its steepness, both fills and runs off with great rapidity, and both men 
and animals have been carried away by the sudden rising of these torrents. # 

Descending about 300 feet there is an excellent camping ground at the foot, m 
the Mahenzie Valley, well protected from the wind, and abundant grass and water for 

the mules. , . „ , ,, 

Thence ascending to the top of the Mahenzie Pass to a height of 6,9o0 feet, the 

village of Asmira is reached, situated in the plain of Hamassen, a bleak plateau many 
mile 3 in extent, with only a few trees, stunted shrubs, and coarse grass; there 
are small patches here and there cleared for the cultivation of barley and wheat. 

About 16 miles due west of Asmira, on a steep rising ground about 200 feet high, 
is Addetchlai, the camp of Ras Alloula. The hill is covered with huts for the soldiers; 
the supplies of wood and water have to be fetched from the plains. 

Transport. —The only means of transport are mules ; oxen are too slow, and carry 
very small loads; camels are useless on account of the steepness of the mountain 
passes and the rocks, which cut their feet. Mules are very hardy and thrive on the 
stunted grass of the country. They will travel for five or six hours a-day for weeks at 
an average rate of about 4 miles an hour, and carry 200 lbs. of baggage over the 
steepest mountain passes. Loaded mules should not be taken at a greater speed than 
a fast walk, as jolting of the pack-saddle in trotting is apt to give sore backs. 

Game. —In all the plains between Aileh and Asmira guinea fowl and franklin are 
plentiful. There are also small antelope and pig. In Aileh Plain plover and sand 
grouse were to be seen in large numbers and very tame. 

* Supplies. —Sheep can be obtained at the villages; the meat good and very cheap. 
Vegetables appear to be unknown. The price of a good sheep is about 1 dollar. Milk- 
can be got in some places, and occasionally eggs. A coarse bread made of barley or 

wheat can be got in most places. . . ., 

Water. —This is fairly plentiful, and is obtained mostly from springs. It is sa " 
to be wholesome, though it is not generally very clean, and animals may be observed 
in it. 
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^ At an average rate of « h.™ ^ fhe j.^e,SrofU jStaSSI?* 

(Signed) E. ROLFE. 


Inclosure 14 in No. 53. 

Commander Rolfe to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett. 

Sir, 

s ssS 

of j is SKSsrSaiiSi ir Ume u, * t »* ?-““u* m*™ 

tbeAV.™ appearing to V, 

I have, &c. I 

_ (Signed) E. ROLPE. 


No. 64. 

The SeCTetar y to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.-{Received April 21.) 

Sir, 

ron lm M sterrS b S“ Jr ^ rf ;n C ?'T i “ io " m ‘^»iX' , to'^i 8 tto.t 

dated the U 26thMarch Cr ° We ’ ? the ‘ Coquette,’ writes from Massowah, 

was likelv to bo immnr \ , t e ^ 0V 1 er ? 0 ^ having represented to him that Araphale 
conveyed the Governor thirt/tluee^ hr ^ brigands and outlawed Abyssinians, he 
however, \° that ™ arrival, 

' Coquette’ returnee? to Massowah?’ ' n after landm $ the 8oldiers and gun the 

I am, &c. 

__ (Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


K 
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No. 55. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received April 26.) 

-g-j Admiralty, April 25, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request that 
you will state to Earl Granville that a letter, dated the 6th April, has been 
received from Rear-Admiral Sir William Hewett, reporting that two 7-pounder gun* 
with field carriages and ammunition from one of Her Majesty’s ships, have been added 

to the presents for His Majesty King John of Abyssinia. , 

I am to add that a telegram was sent to Rear-Admiral Sir William Hewett on the 
25th March, authorizing him to give these guns if the presents were insufficient for 

King John. _ 

I am, &c . 

fSiemedl EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 56. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received May 3.) 

Admiralty , May 2, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs copy of a telegram dated 
the 29th April from Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty s ship “ Euryalus,. at 
Massowah, stating that he had received a letter from Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett, 

stating that he expected to reach Adowa on the 26th April. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 56. 

Captain Hastings to the Secretary to the Admiralty . 

(Telegraphic ) Massowah , April 29, 1884. 

HAVE received letter from Admiral, dated the 21st April. He expected to reach 
Adowa on the 26th. Above sent to Cairo. 


No. 57. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote,— {Received May 6.) 

^Confidential.) Admiralty , May 6, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the decypher of a tele¬ 
gram dated the 3rd from Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty s ship Euryalus, 

at Massowah. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 57. 

Captain Hastings to the Secretary tor the Admiralty . 

(Telegraphic.) Massowah, May 3, 1884. 

FRENCH Consul proceeded into the interior on the 24th ultimo, and I was 
informed that he intended visiting Catholic Mission at Akroor. From reliable hearsay 
authority I am now led to believe that he proceeds to the Mekele on to King John, 
taking large sum of money and Consular seal, and that some presents are expected by 
next mail-steamer, which are to be sent after him. 

(Above sent to Cairo.) 
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No. 58. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—{Received May 13.) 

Sir ' T 4lr j , , T , . Admiralty, May 13, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the formation of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter, dated 
the 18th ultimo, from Rear-Admiral Sir Wm. Hewett at Teramni, reporting his pro¬ 
ceedings on his Mission to the King of Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 58. 

Rear-Admiral Sir TV. Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty . 

G . Teramni , Abyssinia, Lat. 15° N. t Long . 38° 50' E., 

^ t hahlul i April 18,1884. 

r, honour to request that you will inform the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty that I left Massowah on the afternoon of the 7th instant on a journey 
into the interior of Abyssinia to visit King John. I am accompanied by Mason Bey, 
Governor ot Massowah, the representative of the Egyptian Government, who has been 
directed to place himself under my orders, and also by Captain T. C. S. Speedy, a 
gentleman who is well acquainted with the language and customs of the Abyssinian 

country and Court, and who was directed by the Right Honourable Earl Granville to 
accompany me. 

2. Travelling by daily stages I reached Asmara on the 13th. This village is 
situated on a plateau at a height of between 7,000 and 8,000 feet above sea level On 
my arrival I was received by Ras Aloula, who had assembled a guard of honour of 
upwards of 2,000 cavalry and a similar number of infantry. The manoeuvres of these 
troops formed one of the wildest sights I have ever seen. Ras Aloula accompanied 
me from Asmara to Addy Teklai, at which place I arrived on 16th. 

3. I arrived here this day, shall move on to-morrow, and hope to reach Adowa 
about the 25th instant. 

4. A delay in my meeting with the King has been caused by the Lent Fast and 
Easter Feasting, those seasons, according to Abyssinian custom, falling a week later 

than they do in England. The King may, however, be expected at Adowa after the end 
of next week. 

5. 1 have received information that on the 13th instant an attack, by a gang of 
frontier robbers, was made on a grain caravan at Genda, which place I had left on the 
previous day. It was intended to have attacked the British Mission, but the arrival of 
one of Ras Aloula’s officers, with a strong escort, to conduct me to Asmara, deterred 
the robbers from their purpose, and they fell back on the caravan. A fight took place 
on the 14th between the robbers and the people of Genda and Ailet villages, in which 
sixteen of the latter are reported to have been killed. I have directed Captain 
Hastings, C.B., Acting Governor of Massowah, to arrest any suspicious characters 
coming mto that town, and to communicate with the Egyptian authorities at Sanhit, 
Amedib, and Araphale, to assist in the capture of the robbers by stopping the moun¬ 
tain passes, and preventing any of 1 hem from being harboured in their forts. Ras 
Aloula wm endeavour to catch the robbers in the plains, and I hope that before long 
some of the perpetrators of the outrage may be captured. 

6. Has Aloula is treating us hospitably, and, when opportunity offers, provides a 
considerable quantity of food for our native attendants and forage for the animals. 

,. ]' } an * a M e report that so far my interviews with Ras Aloula have been 
satisfactory, but as I shall shortly be able to inform their Lordships of the decisions of 
e King on the matters which I have been deputed to arrange, it is unnecessarv for 
me to enter mto particulars here. * J 

1 ?o n °t propose to forward their Lordships a detailed account of my journey, 
or a description the country, until my return to the coast. I shall then endeavour to 

transmit a Report which may be of interest to their Lordships and useful to the Intelli¬ 
gence Department. 

9. The officers and others attached to the Mission are in good health. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. HEWETT. 
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No. 59. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.-(Received May 16.) 

Admiralty, May 16, 1884. 

SU% WTTTT reference to my letter of the 5th instant, I am commanded by my Lords. 
n . ® the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of 

Hastings, Senior Naval Officer at Massowah. j ^ & c . 

(Signed) * EVAN MACGREGOR. 



Inclosure in No. 59. 

Captain Hastings to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

, Massowah , May 16, 1884. 

( LATEST news from Admiral 6th May, at Adowa, where he is awaiting King, 

whom he expects to arrive there 12th instant. 

My doubts relative to French Consul confirmed. 

(Above sent to Cairo.) 



Earl Granville to Mr. Nicolson. 

QJ 0 .* . s Foreign Office , May 27, 1884, 5*50 P.M. 

object of joumejof V** toAbjc^f 
ne is said to have great influence there, and to he hostile to us._ 



No. 61. 

Mr. Nicolson to Earl Granville .—(Received May 28, 3 P.M.) 

(No. •) Athens , May 28, 1884, 2*17 P.M. 

(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR Lordship s telegram No. 3 complimentary, and to 

I learn ostensible object of Greek Consuls m^sion^ ^ ^ himgelf ^ J use ful to 

report on prospect of ^^^^^Yetteffor this purpose to Mr. Egerton. 

US “only lews re^S Shat he had missed Admiral at Massowah, and was detained 

through want of transport. _ 


No. 62. 

Mr. Swainson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received May 30.) 

(Confidential.) Admiralty , May 30, 1884. 

I AM commend^ by >»r £ri,' 

the information of the Se ° r ?wf3L,in Hastings of Her Majesty’s ship “ Euryalus,” 
“ttg vS-fedSir William Hewett’s Missio^tofteKing of Abyssinia. 

(Signed) E. N. SWAINSON. 


Inclosure in No. 62. 

Captain Hastings to the Secretary to the Admiralty . 


(Telegraphic.) • Suakin , May 29 ( Massowah, May 26), 1884. 

THE following is from Admiral:— 

“Adowa, May 18.—Mission well received in Abyssinia. Delay in Kang’s arrival 
is owing to bis illness; he is expected about 20th. I hope to start for the 
coast a few days later. Ceremony crowning King’s son will, according to report, take 
place on King*s arrival. 

“I think negotiations and Slave Treaty will he successful. I would suggest 
King John relieving Kassala during June or July for a money consideration, and 
some arms with ammunition. Shall shortly be able to report more decidedly on 
this, in case Government should give this suggestion consideration.” 

Above wired to Her Majesty’s Minister at Cairo. 

It would be a great convenience if Commodore Molyneux could meet me 
at Massowah about 3rd June, instead of my going Suakin. 


No. 63. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received June 3.) 

(No. 574.) 

My Lord, Cairo , May 27, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a letter from Mason Bey to 
Nubar Pasha giving some account of the proceedings of Admiral Hewett’s Mission in 
Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 63. 

Mason Bey to Nubar Pasha. 

Adowa, in Abyssinia, May 7,1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, in company with Rear- 
Admiral Sir W. Hewett, I left Massowah on the 7th April. On the 13th we reached 
Asmara, where we were met by Ras Alloula. He sent forward to meet us on the 
road, after descending from the pass, a large number of horsemen who accompanied us 
to his tent. 

It is considered that his reception of the Mission was most cordial and magnificent. 
In consequence of the last week of Lent, Ras Alloula was unable to transact any 
business. Presents were made to him both by the Admiral and myself. On the 15th, 
in company with Ras Alloula, we left for his principal camp at Addi Tchlai. On the 
morning of the 16th, as we broke camp, we again saw Ras Alloula, hut no business was 
transacted. On the 23rd Admiral Hewett gave me copies of telegrams relating to the 
Abyssinian Mission. 

On the 24th we were joined at Gondet by Ras Alloula. Here the Admiral handed 
to him the copy of a letter to the King, containing the points laid down in the official 
despatches. I did not see this letter till after the interview. 

The first paragraph reads thus:— 

“ That the goods coming out and going into Abyssinia, whether merchandize 
or munitions of war, may pass free of duty through Massowah under British pro¬ 
tection.” 

The 4th paragraph of Lord Granville’s telegram of the 9th March to Sir E. Baring 
reads:— 

“ Free transit through Massowah for all goods, including arms and ammunition, 
under British protection.” 

In a conversation with the Admiral about the phrase “ free transit,” 1 pointed out 
to him that it could hardly mean the abolition of customs dues; that, as hitherto, all 
passage of arms and ammunition had been interdicted, and that Abyssinia should be 
content with the passage of arms, those addressed to the King, free of duty; other¬ 
wise it would be impossible to maintain the port of Massowah. 
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Ras Alloula started off this same day to join the King, expressing himself as 
highly satisfied with the propositions. 

On the 25th a post arrived from Massowah containing His Highness the Khedive’s 
letter to the King. 

On the 26th we reached Adowa, and learned that Has Alloula had gone on to the. 
King. 

I regret to say that no arrangements had been made for our reception, and that 
we had some difficulty in procuring provisions. In fact, from the time we crossed the 
River Mareb, the limit of Has Alloula’s government, we had very great difficulty 
about provisions. 

On the 3rd May Ras Alloula returned to this place with a letter from the King, 
saying that he would soon join us at Adowa. So far as I can learn, the King will not 
arrive before the 12th, and I much doubt if we shall reach Massowah before the 
18th June. n 

On our arrival here we learnt that a deputation from the Beni Amer Arabs had 
been received by the King with great distinction. They came to ask his aid against 
the Mahdi. As for any assistance from the Abyssinians for Kassala, I very much 
doubt its arriving in time, if at all. More effective aid would be given by arming the 
Beni Amer tribe and the other Arabs who have remained faithful to the Government. 

I beg that, on my return to Massowah, your Excellency will allow me to come to 
Cairo at once to report. 

_ I have, &c. 

(Signed) MASON. 


No. 64. 

Earl Granville to Mr . Egerton. 

(No. 243.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , June 3, 1884. 

WE approve Admiral Hewett’s proposal that King John should relieve Kassala 
for money and arms. 


No. 65. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 289. Ext. 243.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , June 3, 1884. 

I HAVE been in communication with the Secretary of State for War with regard 
to the suggestion of Vice-Admiral Sir W. Hewett, in his telegram dated Adowa the 
18th May, which has been repeated to you, that the King of Abyssinia should relieve 
the garrison of Kassala for a money consideration and arms and ammunition. 

This proposal is approved by Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 66. 

Mr. Nicolson to Earl Granville.—(Received June 4.) 

(No. 57. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Athens, May 29, 1884. 

A WEEK or two ago M. Contostavlos casually remarked to me that the presence 
and influence of M. Mitzaki in Abyssinia might be of service to Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, but said that he was unaware whether that gentleman had yet reached 
Massowah. He was to pass through Cairo, and would call on Mr. Egerton. 

I took an opportunity yesterday of sounding M. Contostavlos on the object of 
M. Mitzaki’s mission, and was informed by his Excellency that the Government had 
received news of his arrival at Massowah, but that Admiral Hewett had previously left 
Tor the interior, and had taken away all means of transport, so that he had been 
detained in that port. His Excellency went on to say that M. Mitzaki had been 
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to report as to whetiier there was any likeUh^of 8 J a ” d been instructed 
Abyssinia, and whether it would be Lwhto* * an °P erun g, for Greek trade in 
His Excellency had further instructed M , ? e £ ot,at ® » Treaty of Commerce. 
English Mission in any way that he mnM « ^ za J a ^ make hlmself useful to the 
introduction to Mr. Egerton with that putose ° been furnished with a ktter of 

same subject have elicited ^further“ ° ther quarters on the 

^ I have, &o. 

No. 67. 


ne Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.- (Received June 6.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commiwintmvo * xi Admiralty , June 5, 1884. 
the perusal of Earl Granrtlle, copy of a letted from V' f to tn “““»it, for 

dated the 5th May, resp^/ to 

reporting his arrival at Adowa, where he intended to awaif the Sug’s art”' “ d 

I am, &c. 

- , C Sl gued) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 67. 

Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(Confidential.) 

Sir, g ||[ F; g .Viv " A ^ v •' v •’ 

IN continuation of my letter of the „u; Ad ™ a ’ Ab V 8 , sin *«. May 5, 1884. 

for the information of tlj Cls Commisi^ oTlhc aT h ° n0ur to . re P ort . 
Adowa on the 26th April, e Admiralty, that I arrived at 

town distant about^te^cky^'^mei 1 from°Ad ndUCt t*® 311881011 to Makelleh, a 
King, and represented that I had C llA ™ ^ I wrote > therefore, to the 

Adowa, and on account of the approach of thertblf B ” tan d that I should meet him at 

si&d~ 

audience of fhTffing^ I Tiave^eteed^ lift Way ,Y p * om tbe coast to obtain an 
me that he has received instructions from r CT 10111 ^ be Mter, in which he informs 
an<1 ? ™ 0rd H an introdll, - ( ion to bL Alula. Government to the British Mission, 

report that I have aSy sSaeded^'JSjiBS?^^" 1 ? m ha PP7 be able to 
with Ras Alula, to whose interest is doubtless duo ?h P rf 01 P a ; I ? 10st cor dial nature 
He, Mission at 

Mission i/Xbutoble to SgeT the plrtof £&£«? the 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. HEWETT. 











No. 68. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J, Pauncefote.—(Received June 6.) 

«. Admiralty , June 0,1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, oopies of a telegram, 

dated the 3rd June, from Captain Hastings, R.N., at Massowah. 

‘I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 08. 

Captain Hastings to the Secretary to the Admiralty . 

egraphic ) Massowah , June 3, 1884. 

FOLLOWING from Admiral^ . . „ 

««Interview with King took place 27th May. Very satisfactory. 

Admiral will probably leave to return about 1st June. 

(Cairo informed.) 


No. 09. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received June 9.) 

. Admiralty , June 9, 1884. 

u ’ I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, 
for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram, 
dated the 4 th instant, from Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty s ship Eiiryalus at 
Massowah, relating to Vice-Admiral Sir William Hewett’s mission to the King of 

****** I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 

Inclosure in No. 09. 

Captain Hastings to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Telegraphic ) “ Euryalus” at Suakin, June 9 (Massowah, June 4), 1884. 

' FOLLOWING message has been received from Admiral 

« Adowa Mau 30.—Have had satisfactory interview (with) King, who is 
anxious (to) relieve Kassala, which he claims, and told me he intends to take. He 

will not allow it to be held by Arabs. 

“ Shall arrive Massowah about 10th June. 

(Cairo informed.) 

No. 70. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received June 10.) 

M “'Lord^ Cairo, June 2, 1884. 

^ I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram which I have received 
from Captain Hastings at Massowah, dated the 26th May, forwarding a message from 
Admiral Hewett, giving an account of his mission to the King of Abyssinia. 

® j have &c. 

(Signed) * EDWIN H. EGERTON. 
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Inclosure in No. 70. 

Captain Hastings to Mr. Egerton.* 

from Admiml Hewett:— 

“Adowa, May 18.—Mission well received in Abyssinia. Delay in the King’s 
arrival is owing to his illness. He is expected about the 80th instant. I hope to 
start for the coast a few days later. Expectation [P] of crowning King’s son will, 
according to report, take place on King's arrival. 

‘ f 1 think that the negotiations and the Slave Treaty will be successful. 

“ I would suggest probability of King John relieving Kassala during June or 
July for a money consideration and some arms with ammunition. I shall shortly be 
able to report more decidedly on this matter in case the Government should give this 
suggestion consideration.” 

About to wire to the Admiralty. 


No. 71. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received June 12.) 

_ _ _ _ _ Admiralty , June 12, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, copies of a telegram, 
dated the /th instant, from the Senior Naval Officer at Massowah, respecting Sir 
William Hewett’s Mission to King John of Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 

— 

Inclosure in No. 71. 


The Senior Naval Officer at Massowah to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) l td Aden , June 11, 1884, 3*36 p.m. 

FOLLOWING has been received from Admiral, dated Adowa, June 3rd 
Mission successful, and would leave for the coast on 4th. Treaty signed free 
transit through Massowah from to-day; also a Slave Trade Treaty signed/* 


No. 72. 

Vice-Admiral Sir W. Hewett to Earl Granville.—(Received June 16, 2*15 p.M.) 

(M^phic.) Aden> June 16j 1884> 

FOLLOWING is from Speedy, dated 13th :— 

“ Mission successful. I remain at Massowah with Admiral’s concurrence, subject 
to your approval, to give Ab \ ssinians confidence in intentions of British Government: 
no other British Representative here. I await orders.” 

I strongly recommend that Speedy, who is eminently fitted for the post, should 
be allowed to remain at Massowah, where I consider that British Representative is 
very necessary now. 


No. 73. 


- Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received June 16. 1*35 p.m.) 

(No. 480.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, June 10,1884, 12 30 p.m. 

I SHALL communicate substance of Sir William Hewett’s Abyssinian Treaty to 
Egyptian Government to-morrow, unless instructed to the contrary. 
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• Brought by steamer to Suakin from Massowah, May 29 , 18S4. 
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Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received by telegraph, June 16.) 

^o. 631. Ext. 430.) Cairo, June 16,1884. 

J I HAVE the honour to report that I have received, a tolegmm to-day from 
Vice Admin 1 Sir 'William TTowett. dated from Aden, giving the substance of th 
TreSy which he has concluded with the King of Abyssinia, a duplicate of which the 

to S« 1 P»K“ '“> 

cate the substance of this Treaty to the Egyptian^yernment to-morrow. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 


No. 75. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

251> ) . . Foreign Office, June 17, 1884, 4 35 r.M. 

6 C f OU may communicate to Egyptian Government substance of Abyssinian Treaty, 
as proposed in your telegram No. 430 of the 16th. 


No. 76. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 263.) Fo Office, June 17, 1884,4 45 p.m. 

^TdMIEAL HEWETT recommends that Captain Speedy should for the present 
remain at Massowah in charge of British and Abyssinian interests. 

Authorize him to do so. 


No. 77. 

Earl Granville to Mr, Egerton. 

(No. 309. Ext. 263.) Fom - ?n ^ June 17; 1884. 

ir> ADMIRAL SIR W. HEWETT has recommended that Captain Speedyshould 

interests at Massowah until further orders. ^ am ^ 

(Signed) GRANVILEE. 


No. 78. 

Vice-Admiral Sir W. Hemett to the Secretary to the Admiralty .-(Received at the Foreign 

Office , June 17.) 

yml ... . Aden, June 16, 1884, 9‘20 a.m. 

( EETURNED to Massowah 12th June. Treaty of Peace concluded. Following 

is glance tetween Egypt and Abyssinia to ^ ^rr^ to Her 

Majesty’s Mm 

^TictcSfaS^d 1 ^^ and from Abyssinia under British pro¬ 
tection. ., • ■ a rT) fprnhcr Extradition of criminals between 

EgJP S»the .. Bishop. 

Treaty to be ratified. 



• I have also concluded Treaty for the suppression [of] Slave Trade. I think that 
the Mission was delayed because King wanted to show us his Galla army, which 
arrived before the Mission left. [King] John will do anything British Government 
want. He savs he can never forget that it is to Great Britain he owes throne. He 
also says if Egyptians abandon Kassala he will claim and take it from Arabs. The 
following reported to be his plans in anticipation of that event:— 

Galla army is ordered to proceed to Hamasen to await commencement of the 
rains. Ras Alula and Has Michael with 20,000 horses will then descend to the Barka 
through Sanhit. Bang John with 10,000 horses will proceed through Barya country 
at the same time. Junction will be effected near to Billos, 40 miles from Kassala. 
Probable date [of] departure [of] expedition, 14th July. 

Depatches respecting Mission due London 30th June. 

(Above sent to Cairo, but not Eoreign Office.) * 


Sir J, Pauncefote to Sir R. Lingen. 

Sir, Foreign Office , June 20, 1884. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 26th December, and to previous corre¬ 
spondence relative to the employment of Captain Speedy on the mission of Admiral 
Sir W. Hewett to King John of Abyssinia, I am directed by Earl Granville to request 
that you will inform the Lord Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury that on the 
recommendation of that officer, whose mission is now at an end, his Lordship has 
instructed Her Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General in Egypt to authorize 
Captain Speedy to remain at Massowah for the present in charge of British and 
Abyssinian interests, in accordance with the terms of a Treaty concluded with the 
King, by which free transit through that port is secured to goods to and from 
Abyssinia under British protection. 

I am to inclose copies of telegrams which have passed on this subject ;* and I am 
to express Lord Granville’s hope that the Lords Commissioners will sanction the 
continuance of Captain Speedy’s allowance for three months, pending the consideration 
of the mode of carrying out the Treaty in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEEOTE. 







